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No Longer Strangers…
In September the session approved unanimously a statement on racism. I am most grateful to Eulalia 
Swain-Lockhart & Steve Entwistle for working with me to craft this document. 

Chester Presbyterian Church
Statement on Racism 

We at Chester Presbyterian Church believe that all people are created equally by God and offered
redemption through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

We do not condone second class treatment of anyone and wish to declare that we reject racism in any
form. For some, our eyes have seen racism for a lifetime, for others our eyes fail to see the racism that
surrounds us, for others, eyes are recently opened to the insidious nature of this evil.

We must not forget, and we must do our part, to come alongside our brothers and sisters who were and
have been, deemed less than others. In so doing, we must hear and heed the gospel imperative to love
God, neighbor, and self by living out a deeper commitment to active participation with Jesus Christ in the
work of building God’s kin-dom. We are all one in God’s eyes.

Our country must realize that substantial work is needed to help the neglected in our society. A partial list of
needs includes decent housing, education reform and health care. We best begin by listening and
responding to the voices of people long silenced. Quick fixes are not acceptable nor sufficient to solve
problems rooted in centuries old beliefs and actions. Yet these issues must be identified and active
involvement of the faithful can begin the long journey toward eradicating injustices that have been in our
country for so long.

Chester Presbyterian Church has a history of mission involvement with diverse individuals and
communities: 5-cents a-meal to address hunger in Central Virginia; the pig project in Congo; Backpacks for
schoolchildren; Grace Café; Habitat; After-School Tutoring; partnering with Bethesda Church; Angel tree;
Rise Against Hunger; Caritas; CCHASM; RVA walk-in meals; Thanksgiving and Christmas meal, to name
some of the outreach.

As many of these ministries continue, it is also time to bring focus to developing antiracism in our
community and begin that long journey. We can listen, we can read, and we can study. This fall CPC will
offer a six-week course: “Walking the Path of Gospel Truth: A study in Building Beloved Community.” All
members are encouraged to attend either in person or virtually.

We must dare to follow Jesus and be an image of hope for those around us.

“And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one
another, just as he commanded us.” I John 3:23

Shalom,
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In Galatians, Paul tells the story of Peter’s visit to Antioch and the wonderful fellowship he enjoyed 
with members of the church. Yet when Jewish believers from Jerusalem arrived, Peter separated 
himself and would not eat with the Gentile community.

Paul rebuked Peter saying he was not “walking straight down the line of the gospel.” (Gal. 2:14 
Kingdom New Testament). 

For Paul, our separation from others, our unwillingness to see others as equal in the eyes of God, 
makes crooked the truth that Jesus died for all. 

Join us and register for this six-week study that identifies ways individuals and communities have 
veered off the straight path of gospel truth and invites us to participate in the building of a beloved 
community.

Tuesday nights, October 20-November 24, 7:00PM-8:00PM 
Pastors’ Gallery

To register, contact the church office at office@chesterpres.org or 804-748-4636.

LEARNING AROUND CPC
Walking the Path of Gospel Truth: 

A CPC Study on 
Building Beloved Community

ATTENTION CPC FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
Pre-school - Grade 5

Pick up your Fall “FAITH FUN AT HOME” 
devotional packets at the church beginning Sept 30!!

simply grab one when you’re here for worship on October 4, or when you come to the Annual Blessing 
of the Animals that afternoon at 3:00pm.

Our theme for these next 8 weeks is COMPASSION! The packets provide a once-a-week short 
devotional for your family to share together, including a weekly Bible story, as well as meaningful 
activities that children and families can do together, and a prayer to share each week. These weekly 
devotionals are simple and short, and flexible enough to share just about anywhere -- as a family 
devotional before bed, before or after a family meal, or even on the go when you have that captive 
audience in your vehicle!

Research has shown that more than anyone else in a child’s life, the adults in our families are THE most 
significant influencers of the faith formation of our children. Let’s share in family faith formation together 
these next 8 weeks, as we model the way and encourage our children to live compassionate lives!!!

Please contact Rev Sandra if you have any questions: sbottoms@chesterpres.org or (804) 748-4636, 
ext 312. Rev Sandra can also drop a packet off at your home if that is more convenient…just let her know!

Just stop by the church on that day or any day after that during 
office hours to pick up a packet for your household …or you can

mailto:office@chesterpres.org
mailto:sbottoms@chesterpres.org


MUSIC NOTES

Thank you to all the members of the Arts and Music Department at Chester Presbyterian for all the 
wonderful music and planning for this year. 

Coming soon to the church and open to our community are the following programs….

ARTS CLASSES
• Acrylics classes for Children – monthly classes with instruction for painting seasonally 

appropriate scenes
• Acrylics classes for Adults – monthly classes with instruction for painting our own version of 

masterworks
• Crafting classes for Children – monthly classes with instruction for creating seasonally 

appropriate 3D art
• Crafting classes for Adults – monthly classes with instruction for creating seasonally appropriate 

3D art
• Bonsai classes for Children and Adults – quarterly classes with instruction for creating a personal 

bonsai tree.
All classes include fees to cover the cost of materials provided. Registration forms will be available 
in October. Class times are TBD.

CONCERT SERIES
• October 31,2020 6-8 PM in the Fellowship Hall – Silent Film with the Organ “The Phantom of 

the Opera” starring Lon Chaney and featuring Jon Durkovic at the newly gifted Geisler Theatre 
organ.

• December 6, 2020 6 PM in the sanctuary - An Evening in December which is a holiday program 
with favorite music presented by our Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir and special guests.

• February 7, 2021 4:00 PM in the sanctuary – The Directors in Concert featuring a program 
presented by Aubrey Lindsay, Douglas-Jayd Burn and Jonathan Durkovic

• April 18, 2021 6:00 PM – Dancing with the Stars A program of dancing fun for all ages.
• May 1, 2021 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM Festival of the Arts A program exploring the achievements of 

the classes of the year and exploration of new opportunities for the coming season.

Concert tickets will be available 2 weeks prior to each event. Tickets are to help us follow the 
capacity guidelines for personal safety. 
PAX!

Jon



AROUND CPC
CCHASM Thanksgiving Meal 

Gift Package 2020 
October 18th - November 15th

• We will create 50 complete gift packages
• Each gift package consists of 10 dry components plus a 

$15 gift card from Kroger, Walmart, Food Lion, Target, or 
Publix. 

• Details forthcoming. Watch your weekly eblast, CPC 
Facebook, or weekly bulletin.  

• All components and gift cards need to be returned by Sunday morning 11/15.  
• Any hands available to create the packages after church are welcome.  

For further information contact:
Andrea Harris (arharris75@gmail.com) or  Cliff Noe (noetinman@verizon.net).

This month we say goodbye and offer a heartfelt THANK YOU! to Karen Harp.
Karen has ably served as our Interim Church Administrator since early July. 
Karen was a quick learner, as well as a warm greeter for all. She has been a 
blessing to CPC. Karen also pointed us toward our next Church Administrator. 
Marcie Murphy joins our team on October 19. Karen will spend a few days helping 
Marcie learn about CPC. Look for more information about  Marcie in the November 
newsletter.
Again, Thank you Karen!

mailto:arharris75@gmail.com
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AROUND CPC

Order Horizons at www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop or call 800-533-4371. 
Email kathyspantry@gmail.com or call 804-310-5720 to reserve your spot or receive link 

to virtual meeting.

• This year we are supporting the Chesterfield Christmas Mother. They only accept funds and/or 
Amazon /Walmart gift cards. Checks for this needy ministry can be made to CPC with Christmas 
Mother on memo line or envelope. 

• Yard Sale is October 24th. We are offering refreshments and in need of cookies, brownies or 
muffins individually packaged in baggies or a monetary contribution as we are serving hot dogs, 
sodas, and bottled water. Please email Kathy Peebles know what you can contribute.

Prayers for all as "our souls long for you, O God" Psalm 42:1 to help us find peace.

Kathy Peebles
Moderator, Chester Presbyterian Women

Fall Property Workday
Saturday October 3rd

8:00AM - 1:00PM
Please help us prepare 
our campus for Winter!

• Outdoor Projects: raking, pruning, picking up trash, replace rotted wood, scraping 
• and painting.

• Interior Projects: touch-up painting, carpet scrub, replace light bulbs, clean air 
• vents & windows.

• Please Bring: ladders, pruners, work gloves, rakes, safety glasses, carpet cleaners, rags 
• and sponges.

• Information: Sharon Entwistle 804-240-1111, DT Wood, or any member of the 
• Property Committee.

All Chester Ladies are invited to our bible study 
October 28, 2020 in the Pastors Gallery at 6:30pm.

Our new study for this year is "Into the Light: Finding 
Hope through Prayers of Lament”

by Lynn Miller.

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/shop


Sunday October 4th

PCUSA special offerings support of local, national & international ministries. This offering shares
Christ’s peace beyond our doors, our community, and across boundaries. 25% stays with our
congregation, 25% will go to POJ, and 50% supports the work for peace and reconciliation being
done by Presbyterians across the globe. Envelopes are in the narthex.

v Deacon’s Bench v

Need help with a prayer?  
Just ask your Deacon! 

They have lots of experience composing prayers.   
Did you know all members of the diaconate pray for the entire congregation? This is just one of the 
promises made by every deacon. It is our pleasure to serve you - with prayers, comfort, and care.  

We are here for you – let us know when you need us!      
(If you go into “Church Life”, then “My Groups” 

you should find your deacon’s name there.) 



AROUND CPC

Every Tuesday from
5:00PM to 5:30PM

Fellowship Hall Parking Lot
Call the church office by 3:00pm each Tuesday 

to reserve your meal.

Fresh, hot and home cooked 
delivered directly to your car!

Go to
www.Kroger.com/CommunityRewards

to choose CPC as your charity.

First in the CPC Arts Program Series!
Phantom of the Opera
Starring Lon Chaney
and featuring Jonathan Durkovic, CPC Organist, accompanying at the 
Geisler Allen Theatre Organ

Saturday, October 31   
6:00PM
Fellowship Hall
Theatre snacks available

COLLEGE STUDENT ADDRESSES NEEDED!
Parents, please send your college student’s address and contact info to
the church this month.

Presbyterian Women and Christian Formation reach out to our college
students during the year to remind them that their church home is
supporting them as they are studying and away from home.

Submit info to the church office at office@chesterpres.org. Thank you!

http://www.kroger.com/CommunityRewards
mailto:office@chesterpres.org


CLASS OF 2023 ELDERS
Cliff Noe has been a member of Chester Presbyterian Church for 21 
years. He has been involved in Christian Ed, Children’s Ministries, 
coordinating/teaching the Confirmation class, and serves on Personnel. 
He is currently the chair of the Mission committee.

Cliff sings in both the AWE and Chancel Choirs. He also likes to read, 
loves musical theater, working around the yard and house, and travel 
with his wife Sally.

Cliff Noe

Erin Woodby
Erin was confirmed at CPC in 1994 and active in CPC youth group.  
Currently, she is an Instructional Designer at Carver College and Career 
Academy in Chesterfield County Public Schools, after teaching Earth 
Science for 16 years. Erin has taught Sunday School and led CPC’s youth 
group many years. She is serving on the Christian Education committee.

Erin and her husband, Jason, have participated in the Theology on Tap 
fellowship group, along with many other activities.

Wendy Wellener
Serving her second consecutive term on Session, Wendy is chair of 
Personnel. She also serves on the Finance committee, is an usher, 
greeter, lay leader, and volunteers with Grace Café.

Currently Vice President of Shared Services at Dominion Energy, 
Wendy is responsible for procurement of all materials and services in 
support of operations and new construction; Fleet Acquisition and 
specifications across the company.

Wendy, husband Bill, their two children, Wendy’s parents, sister and 
her family are all members of CPC.

Since Todd and his wife Cynthia joined CPC, Todd has been involved 
in several missions: After School Tutoring, Property Committee, 
Membership, and Walk-in Ministry. Todd recently served as a deacon 
and has previously served CPC as an elder, chairing the Membership 
Development Committee.

Todd has been retired for 15 years. Prior to retiring, he was Director of 
Environmental Health and Hazardous Material Response for the 
Hunterdon County Health Department in New Jersey.

Todd Woerner



CLASS OF 2023 DEACONS
Currently serving as a Deacon, Sharon has also served CPC as an 
elder, and chaired the Christian Education committee. Sharon has 
served CPC as a teacher, both in children’s Sunday School and 
confirmation. She is on the Property committee and works with missions.

Sharon sings in the Chancel Choir. She has worked with CPC’s Palm 
Sunday Festival and VBS. Sharon is a former CPC Preschool teacher 
and is retired from teaching science at the high school level.  As you can 
tell, Sharon and her husband Steve stay busy volunteering at CPC.

Sharon Entwistle

Kim Hopkins
Kim joined the Chester Presbyterian Church Preschool team in August, 2011 
as the Director. She is responsible for the operational management of the 
preschool, event planning, coordinating with teachers and providing 
information to the families about the preschool. She has experience in 
Training, Communications, Marketing and Public Relations.

Kim and her husband Rusty have two children.

Diana Martyn
Serving her first term on the Diaconate, Diana has also served CPC as 
an elder. She has volunteered many years on the Membership 
Development committee helping with numerous fellowship events. 
Diana plays an active role in Presbyterian Women, and served as 
moderator in the past.

Diana and her husband Bill, both retired, enjoy traveling to Asheville, 
NC and spending time with family, especially their grandchildren.

Jackie and her husband, Mike, have been members of CPC for 20 
years.  They have been married 48 years and have 2 sons.
Active in the church life at Chester Presbyterian, Jackie has previously 
served as a deacon, currently serves on the nominating and 
membership committees and is on a cook team for Grace Cafe.  She has 
loved being a part of the Presbyterian Women and has served as 
treasurer, moderator and circle leader.
She and Mike are both retired from Chesterfield County Public Schools.

Jackie Rose



3 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW

Chester Presbyterian Preschool is now Enrolling for the 2020-2021 School Year. We 
currently have openings in our 3 year old classes.

PRESCHOOL NOW ENROLLING

For more information, contact Kim at 
804-748-9465 or visit our website at 

cpcpreschool.org.

CPC FOOD PANTRY
The food pantry is continuing to provide food bags to those in need in our 
community and through CCHASM.  

Our pantry shelves need your help so that we may continue to provide to 
the members of our community.  Donations can be dropped off Monday 
through Friday from 10:00AM to 1:00PM

We are in need of the following:

toilet paper, peas, green beans, chili, spaghetti sauce, spaghetti noodles, 
jelly, canned fruit, coffee/tea, $10 Kroger gift cards

SEPTEMBER SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
• Dianne Ayres from Norfolk VA was received into membership by Letter of Transfer.
• Unanimously approved the concept of a Festival of Arts Ministry.
• Unanimously adopted a CPC Statement on Racism.
• Finance Committee reported that 2020 giving is better than budgeted (for which the 

committee & session give thanks for the resolve of our members). Expenses are 
running ahead of the budget.



FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

Your prompt attention to annual and Ignite commitments allows CPC to meet the 
challenges of ministry and pay down debt principle each month.

Thank you for your generosity.



STAY IN TOUCH
STAY IN TOUCH
CPC has many ways of staying in touch while we practice social distancing!  

FACEBOOK
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more!

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter.

WEBSITE
Check out the church calendar, view sermons or make a donation.  
Everything you are looking for is on our website!

YOU TUBE CHANNEL
Weekly worship service is posted on the Chester Presbyterian Church 
YouTube Channel.  Grab a cup of coffee and enjoy service from home.

Keep in touch with all your friends at church.  Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to have an account created.

CHURCH LIFE APP

Gordon B. Mapes, III
Pastor

gmapes@chesterpres.org

Linn Coghill
Membership Coordinator
lcoghill@chesterpres.org

Sandra Bottoms
Director of Christian Formation

sbottoms@chesterpres.org

Kim Hopkins
Preschool Director

preschool@chesterpres.org

Kathy Peebles
Financial Secretary

financial.sec@chesterpres.org

Anne Kalemjian
Treasurer

treasurer@chesterpres.org

Jon Durkovic
Music Director

jdurkovic@ chesterpres.org

Karen Harp
Church Administrator

office@ chesterpres.org

Staff Contact Information
(804) 748-4636     www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M.
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