
 

 

Newsletter of  Chester Presbyterian Church                                                                          May 2021 

No Longer Strangers… 

What a joy May brings as we take the first steps in our return to on-campus worship. These long 
months of physical separation have taken a toll on all of us. They have demanded changes to life-
style routines and patterns that provided us great comfort over the years. We long for the return of 
those comforts and grieve the ones we fear we may never again enjoy. Renowned church consult-
ant Thom Rainer compares the Pandemic to some of the seminal tragedies in our lifetimes—those 
‘where were you moments.’ To Rainer the tragedy of the Pandemic is akin to November 23,1963 
(Kennedy assassination), January 28, 1986 (Challenger) and September 11, 2001 (Twin Towers & 
Pentagon). March 15, 2020 then, for me, the first day we stayed home for worship! 
 

Each of those previous tragedies brought about significant changes in operational procedures. 
Rainer suggests the same will be true for our post-pandemic journey. He identifies “six urgent chal-
lenges and opportunities” that will “determine the future” of congregations. 1) Gather differently and 
better; 2) Seize your opportunity to reach the digital world; 3) Reconnect with the community near 
your church; 4) Take prayer to a new and powerful level; 5) Rethink your facilities for emerging op-
portunities; 6) Make lasting changes that will make a difference.  
 

In the coming months, staff and session will unpack and explore these topics, and more, as we con-
tinue into the post-pandemic world, and into God’s future for ministry from the corner of Rt. 10 & Os-
borne. Still, what will ground us into and through the future, whatever may come, are the things that 
have not changed, Scripture is the Word of God, Christ redeems the whole world, Prayer remains 
vital, and sharing the Good News will always be the mission of the church.  
 

I look forward to seeing you in worship. 

Shalom, 

The days are counting down 
for the return of in-person 
church services! I almost said, 
“return to normal,” but I hope 
that isn’t true. I pray that we 
are more aware and apprecia-

tive of the gift God has given us, this big, beautiful building that we can be together in. But its 
more than that. I need to be at church with you all, especially now I know what it is like to not have 
the option. I can’t wait to see the new hairstyles and talk about all the changes going on in your 
lives and hug every one of you, and pray with you. Be prepared; I’ll be looking for you! 

 - Jude Osborne 



 

 

Poems by Participants in 
CPC’s “Poetic Ponderings” 

Lenten Series 
CPC’s “Poetic Ponderings” Lenten series explored 
the creative work of Pulitzer Prize-winning poet 
Mary Oliver as a means to illuminate ancient pas-
sages of scripture, provoke meditations on key Len-
ten themes, and engage in simple practices to 
deepen spiritual connections to God. The virtual 
Zoom format permitted folks from Chester to South 
Hill, and from Washington, D.C. all the way to Arizo-
na to participate. 
 
We even welcomed a guest poet from our commu-
nity one evening… Christina Cox joined us to share a reading of one of her “Mary Oliver-esque” poems 
(“Dock’s Hymn”) included in Lingering in the Margins: A River City Poets Anthology (a 2019 published collec-
tion of new-to-the-scene poets with connections to Richmond). Christina shared insights with us about what 
inspires her poetry, and how pausing, noticing, reflecting, and writing can enrich our lives. 
 
Over the course of the six Monday evening sessions, some folks discovered their own inner poet!!…What a 
blessing it was to hear the inspirational odes, poetry, prayers, and laments shared by so many!!…And several 
of our “Poetic Ponderers” agreed to share their creative work in our newsletter. We hope their inspired reflec-
tions that follow are a blessing to each of you, and that you too may be prompted to explore such spiritual 
writing as a practice to draw closer to God and all of creation. 

PHOENIX RISING (by Anne West) 
 
The flora and fauna of God’s desert garden  
Flourish in arid rugged terrain 
Tended only by Him. 
 
Here and there 
Lush green sod is laid by man 
To lure Phoenix worshippers 
To work around, play in, observe, absorb 
God’s handiwork. 
 
The Paradox in Paradise. 

SPRING’S ARRIVAL . . .  (by Jana Wood) 
 
A cool breeze envelops me, 
    my skin soaks in the warm sunlight. 

Fiery red blossoms burst forth on tiny branches  
    giving vibrant color to drab surroundings. 

Bare limbs bounce rhythmically to the gentle breeze 
    on towering trees centuries old, swaying to and fro. 

The sunny daffodils smile up at me,  
    giving sweet fragrance to the air. 

The bird’s sweet song praises God’s good creation,  
    reminding us of our bountiful blessings. 

EARTHLY QUESTIONS  (by Liz Johnson) 
 
Rain pours down 
Lightning flashes 
Thunder rumbles and roars 
All sights and sounds of a stormy sky 
I stand wondering as I watch God's creations 
The need of rain I do understand 
Not so of thunder and lightning 
Turning to walk inside the house  
my pondering comes to an end 
I remember what my mother said so many years 
ago 
Only God needs to know all the earthly answers 
But when you pass those pearly gates 
You can ask every one of your questions 
And I bet He will answer them all. 



 

 

THOU SUN  (by Lamar Lockhart) 
 
Thou Sun what art thou?  
How old art thou? When was thou created? Did God create thou in the beginning of time? 
Did thou get lost in time or did thou provide light on the seventh day because the brightest star in the uni-
verse was not a match for you? 
Thou Sun what art thou?  
Thou Sun in the beginning when God separated  the darkness into day and night, thou Sun did obey.  
Thou Sun what art thou? 
At the battle of Gibeon, thou did stand still all day for Joshua and his army, thou Sun did obey. 
Thou Sun what art thou? 
On Good Friday, why did thou hide and refuse to shine? Thou Sun did obey. Did thou refuse to accept Evil? 
Thou Sun that sustains Life, that sustains all of creation with warmth, beauty and energy. 
Thou Sun what art thou? 
Will thou be with us forever? 

WHERE DID YOU COME FROM? WHY ARE YOU HERE?   
    (A poem about “Kitty Cat” by Carol Ray) 
 
Anti-social, scruffy, old 
you came into my life 
            for better or worse 
 

Your background is sketchy 
      and was never known 
You were not chosen 
 instead you chose 
 

You were brought home 
   and settled in well 
Claiming the hearts  
 of my Mom and Dad 
 

When those that you chose 
 were no longer here 
Your fate was not known 
 your future unclear 
 

Empty nest in sight and the last bird flown 
 I inherited you – 
 and who would have known 
 you would be here so long 
 

The past ten years, through highs and lows -  
 We’ll be together ‘til one of us goes 
 

But, eventually, 
 because of God’s plan 
Mom, Dad, Kitty and I 
 will be together again 
 

They will know where we come from 
 They will know why we’re there. 

ODE TO A WOODEN SPOON  (by Faye Musselman) 
 
Whose gifted hands carved you from a simple block of 
wood? 

Were they at their craft, or at their leisure? 
 

My hands found you, in a dusty little shop, 
Just seventy-five cents, for such a treasure! 
 

You gave my children, stirring cookies and cakes, 
Hours of sweet fun, without measure. 
 

Some day, I hope my grandkids discover you and say, 
“Wow, look at this! 
with heartfelt pleasure.” 



 

 

Ushers and Greeters Needed! 
In-person worship returns soon. Something we all look forward to! We enjoy attending in person, 
but please remember what it takes to assist in worship each week. For that to happen, we need 
many volunteers to serve each Sunday as ushers and greeters…. enough so that the same people 
do not have to serve more than once a month. That takes a lot of volunteers! Volunteer please! It’s 
easy to serve! And it’s also a wonderful way to see your friends…and meet new ones! Contact me 
as soon as you can! Linn Coghill at 748-4636 or lcoghill@chesterpres.org  

LOVE BY DESIGN  (by Susan Mapes) 

 

A sorrow so deep that the heart pains with each beat 

A wound that oozes with regrets, what ifs, and guilt 

Pains of childbirth, long forgotten, hold no stance to a mother living beyond her child. 

Does the mother bird mourn  when her babies fall from the nest or fly away for the last time? 

Do the trees weep at the last fallen leaf and the feel of bare branches under the winter snow? 

Only the sound of birds chirping in the spring, sprouting of daffodils, and blooms on trees in 

Vibrant colors can remind us that death yields to new life. 

And we remember as humans that we are also creatures that live and die… 

Part of God’s design – Promised new life through our precious Savior 

Love that never lets go, separates, or dies. 

SUNDAY PARK  (by Rebecca Neas) 
 
Sunday Park – a place of refuge, 

the path paved among tall trees surrounded by the fragile lake shore. 

Sometimes I worry but, alas I should not. 

Spring and autumn rains and winter snows build her up again, 

lapping at rocky edges. 

Squirrels scamper, children scream with delight on swings. 

Dog walkers drink in fresh air. 
 

Once I encountered a cairn, 

lovingly placed on a rotting trunk. 

A day later, returning in anticipation – gone. 

Worry not, I think, new discoveries await me each day. 

 

Photo by Rebecca Neas 

mailto:lcoghill@chesterpres.org.


 

 

The Arts at CPC are alive and well! 

We will be winding up our season of Arts classes in May. Classes will resume with new and 
fresh ideas and activities in the fall. Thank you for your support and participation!!  
 
There are many ideas being discussed currently by our Arts Dream Team that will delight and 
expand our programming in the fall. Be on the lookout for more information to be released this 
summer! 
 
A FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS event was planned last fall for this May. Since we are still not quite 
open to large group activities, we are creating a display of our first year of artwork. This “Gallery 
of Arts” will be open May 3

 
through May 21 in the Gallery above the church narthex. Please go 

upstairs and see what great things have been created this year by our members!  
 
Contact Jon Durkovic (jdurkovic@chesterpres.org) for information about how you can help spon-
sor the ARTS at CHESTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
 
 
ARTS CLASSES 
 
 
Acrylics Classes for Adults and Children – monthly classes 
with instruction for painting our own interpretation of master-
works. The next class is May 10 with Children at 5:00 PM 
and Adults at 7:00 PM.  

 
The Masterwork for painting in May is Monet’s Antibes 
Beach. 

 
 
 

 
Crafting Classes for Adults and Children - monthly classes with instruction for creating season-
ally appropriate 3D art. The next class is May 17 at 5:00 PM for Children and 7:00 PM for Adults. 

Crafting for May will be creating your own shekere. 
The shekere is a West African percussion instru-
ment consisting of a dried gourd with beads or shells 
woven into a net covering the gourd. In perfor-
mance, it is shaken and/or hit against the hands.  
  
 

Currently, Arts classes are held in Room 203. 
 

All classes include fees for each session to cover 
the cost of materials provided. Registration forms 

are available in the church narthex and online. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percussion_instrument
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percussion_instrument
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gourd


 

 

 

 

 

I want to thank everyone for 

the  prayers and sympathy I 

received following the death of 

my sisters. 

  

I’m also very grateful for the 

ongoing prayers for my grand-

son, who is still recovering from 

his COVID infection. 

Sadie Benton 

CPC Session In Review 
 

Graduate Information Needed 
 

Can you believe that graduation season will soon be 

here? If you or your student are graduating this 

spring, please contact Linn Coghill 

(lcoghill@chesterpres.org) with the following infor-

mation: graduate’s name, address, school and type 

of degree that will be received (if applicable).  

 

Graduate in-

formation is 

needed for all 

high school, 

college,  

technical or 

advanced de-

gree students.  

On average our church provides 
food for 3 to 5 families per week. We 
are currently in need of Canned 
Mixed Vegetables, Canned Fruit, 
Spaghetti Sauce & Noodles.  

As always, $10 Kroger  gift cards 

are needed and appreciated. 

Thank you for  

your generosity! 

Welcomes you 
for  

 a Carry-Out 
Dinner  

Every Tuesday  
5:00 - 5:30 P.M.  

For more information  
contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  
or 804-931-7894. 

At the April 18 meeting, the session:  
 
 Welcomed back Dr. Sheldon Retchin, for a Coronavirus update. He is professor of medi-

cine and public health at Ohio State University and Dominion Energy’s medical advisor. 
 

 Voted to begin return to in-person worship cautiously starting with outdoor worship begin-
ning May 2, 2021. 

 

 Increased from 10 to 25 the number of people for indoor meetings and gatherings. Masks 
& distance will continue to be required indoors. 

 
 Received a financial report that year-to-date revenue is well above budget and expenses 

slightly below.                    



 

 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Chester Presbyterian Church  
Congregational Report  

March 31, 2021  

     

 YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference  

Revenues(1)     

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose) 177,537  108,050  69,487   

   Other Revenue 19,823  14,958  4,865   

Total Revenues 197,359  123,007  74,352   

      

Expenses(2)     

   Salary & Benefits   93,883  92,177  (1,706)  

   Presbytery and Benevolence 8,175  9,000  825   

   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/
Stewardship 1,474  1,737  263   

   Plant Operations & Church Admin 21,924  23,796  1,871   

   Mortgage Loan & Insurance 15,457  16,473  1,016   

  Total Expenses 140,914  143,182  2,269   

      

Net Total(3) 56,446  (20,175) 76,621   

      

      

Ignite Campaign           

Total Ignite Income 
Through Last Month 

Revenue from 
this month Expenses 

Ending Ignite 
Income 

Amount Paid 
on Mortgage 

to Date 

Amount to Pay on 
the Mortgage this 

month 

 $                             492,816   $         27,946   $           -     $      520,762   $      492,816   $               27,946  

        

Mortgage Balance  $       396,765       

Ignite Pledge Balance  $       126,064          

      

      

(1) Revenues – Items in (RED) are where we are behind on income   

(2) Expenses – Items in (RED) are where have spent more than expected   

(3) Net Total – (RED) on this line means we are behind where we would like to be  

**Numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause differences in totals  



 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
CPC has many ways to stay in touch while we practice social distancing! 

FACEBOOK 
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more! 

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST 
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter. 

WEBSITE 
Check out the church calendar, view sermons, or make a donation.  
Everything you’re looking for is on our website! 

BREEZE APP 
Keep in touch with all your friends at church. Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to find out how to have an account created. 

Staff  Contact Information 
(804) 748-4636    www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 
Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 
Membership Coordinator 
lcoghill @chesterpres.org 

Kathy Peebles 
Financial Secretary 

financialsec@chesterpres.org 
 

Anne Kalemjian 
Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 

Jon Durkovic 
Music Director 

jdurkovic@chesterpres.org 
 

Marcie Murphy 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 

Sandra Bottoms 
Director of Christian Formation 

sbottoms@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

preschool@chesterpres.org 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 
Our weekly Worship service is posted on our YouTube Channel. Grab a 
cup of coffee and enjoy the service from home. 


