
 

 

Newsletter of  Chester Presbyterian Church                                                                          June 2021 

No Longer Strangers… 

I remember thinking in March of 2020, “if we can just get to June, we can move 
on…” Guess I forgot to focus on which June! Still, thanks be to God, it is time to re-
turn to indoor worship, starting June 6 at 10:00AM. 

The pandemic has been a long, challenging journey, one that is still not quite in the 
rearview mirror, even as mask wearing is eased for those who have received the 
vaccine. The session has adopted next steps as we return. Their statement notes 
the words of Paul to faithful Christians: “…knowledge puffs up, but love builds up,” 
so he advises they should “take care that your liberty does not somehow become a 
stumbling block to the weak.” (I Cor. 8:1, 9) Which is to say the minimum standard 
is not necessarily the guide by which the faithful should operate.  

Our worship gatherings offer the opportunity for people of mixed vaccine status to 
be together for a length of time with limited ventilation. Members of our community, 
and those we would welcome into community, may remain unvaccinated and/or at 
higher risk of COVID transmission. Some (children under 12, the medically fragile 
and immunocompromised) have not had the opportunity to be vaccinated. In caring 
for such as these, taking permissive, yet cautious, next steps in moving beyond the 
pandemic, we model for the community at large the healing, nurturing Spirit of 
Christ. 

The session’s next steps policy will be posted around the campus, distributed in the 
weekly email and available on the website by June 2. Briefly, it encourages contin-
ued diligence in hand washing or sanitizing, the continued use of non-passing prac-
tices (Bulletins, Communion, Books, Offering), inviting fully vaccinated individuals to 
remove masks once seated in a pew or meeting, and asking unvaccinated individu-
als to continue respecting social distances. The session will continue to monitor the 
situation for opportunities to take further steps. 

I join the session in looking forward to June 6 and our indoor return. It will be grand 
to gather in-person around the Lord’s Table and to celebrate this year’s graduates. 

Shalom, 



 

 

“FLAT JESUS” 

What adventures are you looking forward to this summer? As 

Covid-19 protocols are relaxed, many are looking forward to get-

ting out and about! Well, before you pack your bags, make sure 

you include Jesus in your travel plans! 

 

As a reminder that Jesus is with us wherever we go, we will be 

journeying with “Flat Jesus” this summer! Just as Flat Stanley has 

helped children with literacy and geogra-

phy, “Flat Jesus” will help remind us to 

stay plugged into our faith throughout the summer months.  

 

Take “Flat Jesus” with you wherever 

you go this summer…the pool (imagine 

“Flat Jesus” walking on water!), the 

beach, family reunions, the park, a 

baseball game, a hike in the mountains, 

on a roller coaster, to the zoo, etc… 

 

Take a selfie of you and/or your family with “Flat Jesus” at each 

place – then post it to our CPC Facebook page! It will be so ex-

citing to see where our church family journeys with “Flat Jesus” 

this summer!  

 
 

“SUMMER FAITH FUN TO GO” BAGS 
 
 

In addition to your journeys with “Flat Jesus,” for 

families with children we are providing a “Summer 

Faith Fun To Go Bag” that includes “Flat Jesus” as 

well as other activities to help your family connect 

your summer journeys with your faith -- a craft kit 

to create your own prayer journal, suggestions for 

family-friendly activities, games to play together, 

Bible stories, conversation starters, ideas for how 

to serve others, and more!  

 

 
“Flat Jesus” and “Summer Faith Fun To Go” Bags  

will be distributed during our worship service on Sunday, June 13 at 10am. 
 
Or just stop by the church office any day during office hours beginning Monday, June 14 to pick 
up your family’s “Summer Faith Fun To Go Bag” or your “Flat Jesus.” Please contact Rev San-
dra if you have any questions: sbottoms@chesterpres.org or (804) 748-4636, ext 312.  

Climbing a tree... 

Playing the organ... 

Learning to drive a convertible... 



 

 

God’s color palette is incredi-
ble. If you go outside, say, 
tomorrow, you are surround-
ed by dozens of shades of 
green that change each day 
from lighter to darker. Every color flower you can imagine exists, somewhere. Then we have Fall 
colors, the rich reds and golds, oranges and greens, going into crumbling browns...and then 
Winter. I look out into the snowy woods, seeing blinding whites and multiple shades of gray, and 
though many find those particular colors bland, I find them beautiful. But not to worry, it’ll all 
change in a couple months, and be right back to the colorful warm seasons. God knows we 
need change to keep us going, or should I say growing? Some changes hurt, or are devastating, 
but I believe God gives us what we need to get through it. It is up to us to accept it, or use it, or 
find it. It’s there. If you ever need your deacon to help hold you up as you find your way, we are 
here, ready and willing. We are just a prayer and a phone call away... 

 - Jude Osborne 

A Summer Adult Spiritual Formation Opportunity 
Book Discussion 

“A Hidden Wholeness: The Journey Toward An Undivided Life” by Parker Palmer 
 
Take the month of June to read this book on your own, then 
join us as we participate in a “Notes in the Margins” discussion 
with the author. We will meet at the church on Thursday, June 
24 from 7:00pm-8:30pm to participate in a discussion via 
webinar with Parker Palmer, the author of “A Hidden Whole-
ness.” 
 
Pre-registration for the discussion on June 24 is required. 

To register simply email Sandra Bottoms at  
sbottoms@chesterpres.org or call the church office at (804) 
748-4636 and Marcie can help you register. 
 
In “A Hidden Wholeness,” Parker Palmer describes a disorien-
tation between our inner being and how we relate to the 
world…who we are at our deepest depths being obscured 
such that there is a “gap between our onstage performance 
and our backstage reality.” Palmer explores a wealth of soul-
stretching questions and concepts that will help us continue to 
think more and more about who we are at our deepest core, 
about how we interact with the world, and about how we can 
begin to focus the whole of our being Godward. 
 
“A Hidden Wholeness” is available to be purchased on-line through Amazon at: 
 

A Hidden Wholeness: The Journey Toward an Undivided Life: Palmer, Parker J.: 
9780470453766: Amazon.com: Books 
 
Please contact Sandra if you have any questions: sbottoms@chesterpres.org or (804) 748-4636, 
ext 312. If would like to connect to the webinar discussion with the author from home rather than 
meeting at the church, please contact Sandra for details on how to do that.  
 

To learn more about Parker Palmer and his work, follow this link to his Bio: 

https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Wholeness-Journey-Toward-Undivided/dp/0470453761
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Wholeness-Journey-Toward-Undivided/dp/0470453761


 

 

Five-Cents-a-Meal 

We collect for this ministry on the first Sunday of each month. Please consider 
making a donation to this ministry using your regular contribution method - 
online or by check. Just indicate that it's a "Five-Cents-a-Meal Offering" so we 
can make sure it gets designated to the right fund.  
 
If you were to set aside a nickel at every meal during the month, it would 
come to about $4.50. Once collected, we send these funds to the Presbytery 

of the James. The majority of funds distributed by the Hunger Ministry provide emergency food re-

Ushers and Greeters Needed! 

In-person worship is back! Something we’ve all been looking forward to! We enjoy attending in per-
son, but please remember what it takes to assist in worship each week. For that to happen, we 
need many volunteers to serve each Sunday as ushers and greeters…. enough so that the same 
people do not have to serve more than once a month. That takes a lot of volunteers! Volunteer 
please! It’s easy to serve! And it’s also a wonderful way to see your friends…and meet new ones! 
Contact Linn as soon as you can! Linn Coghill at 748-4636 or lcoghill@chesterpres.org  

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 
Congratulations to the Class of 2021 on a job well done! 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

William Roark Keene              Thomas Dale  

Cameron H Lodge                Matoaca 

ADVANCED DEGREE GRADUATES 
 

Jillian Elizabeth Butler             University of Virginia 

                             Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Engineering 

Mary Grace Cavey                Elon University 

                                              Bachelor of Science in Special Education 

Emily Ann Jolly                  Virginia Commonwealth University 

                             Master of Science in Nursing 

Emeline Macy Keene              Virginia Tech 

                             Bachelor of Science in Animal Science 

Rachel Elizabeth McDaniel          Mary Baldwin University 

                             Murphy Deming College of Health Sciences  

                             Doctorate of Occupational Therapy 

William James Smith               John Tyler Community College 

                             Associate of Applied Science in Emergency  

                             Medical Services, Paramedic 

Allison Wellener                  James Madison University 

                             Master of Arts in Teaching 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:lcoghill@chesterpres.org.


 

 

CPC ARTS Sponsorship Opportunities 

Have you been enjoying the Arts at Chester Presbyterian Church with 
events such as the virtual Christmas concert, silent movie night, paint-
ing or crafting classes? Are you looking forward to the events yet to 
come: more silent movies; dance, theatre, mime and puppet pro-
grams? We invite you to help support our arts programs by becoming 
a Sponsor of the Arts at Chester Presbyterian Church.  

Sponsorship levels: 

Bronze $25, Silver $50, Gold $100, Platinum $500+ 

For your support, your name will be included in our event programs 
and we’ll host a special event just for sponsors later in the year. If you 
prefer, we can keep your contribution anonymous.  

Please make your contributions payable to the Arts at Chester Presbyterian, account number 
8690-7. If you contribute, please let Jon know so he may add your name to the appropriate Spon-
sor group heading. Join our sponsors in supporting this opportunity to present the arts to our 
broader community. 

The Arts at CPC are alive and well! 

We’ve finished our first season together and are in planning 
stages for the next season. Thank you to our sponsors for 
your support and participation!! There are many ideas being 
discussed currently by our Arts Dream Team that will delight 
and expand our programming. Be on the lookout for more 
information to be released this summer. 
 
The FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS Gallery in the Gallery event 
was a wonderful display of our first year of artwork. Thanks 
to all the artists at CPC for their participation in the classes 
this year.  

Effective Friday, June 4, the office will close at 
noon on Fridays, through September 3.  

 

Summer Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday 
8:30 AM - 3:00  PM 

Friday 
8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 



 

 

 

 

 

I want to send my heartfelt 

thanks to the members of the 

congregation who have been 

so supportive of me and my 

family over the last trying three 

years.  

Your comfort is greatly appreci-

ated.  

Bob Lynn     

  

CPC Session In Review 
 

   At the May 16 stated meeting: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONK PROJECT 

The Monk Project is almost complete! We had 20 

scribes who diligently recreated all 28 chapters of 

the Book of Matthew. We are so appreciative of  

their dedication to completing this project.  
 

The originals will be kept in a binder in the church 

library and printed copies will be available on re-

quest. 

On average our church provides 
food for 3 to 5 families per week. We 
are currently in need of Canned Tu-
na, Canned Fruit, and Rice. 

As always, $10 Kroger  gift cards 

are needed and appreciated. 

Thank you for  

your generosity! 

Welcomes you 
for  

 a Carry-Out 
Dinner  

Every Tuesday  
5:00 - 5:30 P.M.  

For more information  
contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  
or 804-931-7894. 

 Session voted to return to indoor worship on 
June 6. 

 Expenses were greater than revenue for April 
resulting in a small deficit, but for the year we 
are well under budget. 

 Personnel has begun a search for a new ac-
countant/bookkeeper. Marcie Murphy, Church 
Administrator, will serve in the interim. 

Want 
Text Alerts? 

If you’d like to be 
notified of last mi-
nute schedule 
changes or other  
“breaking news,” 
contact the church 
office to add your 

name to the text alert list. 
 

748-4636 or  
office@chesterpres.org 



 

 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Chester Presbyterian Church 

Congregational Report 

April 30, 2021 

    

 YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference 

Revenues(1)    

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose) 206,156  141,601  64,555  

   Other Revenue 24,945  19,635  5,310  

Total Revenues 231,102  161,236  69,866  

     

Expenses(2)    

   Salary & Benefits   124,311  123,335  (977) 

   Presbytery and Benevolence 11,400  12,035  635  

   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/
Stewardship 1,381  2,513  1,132  

   Plant Operations & Church Admin 27,175  30,953  3,778  

   Mortgage Loan & Insurance 17,981  21,569  3,588  

  Total Expenses 182,249  190,404  8,156  

     

Net Total(3) 48,853  (29,168) 78,021  

     

Ignite Campaign        

   Beginning Balance (Ending Balance last month) $520,762   

 + Income this Month (payment to 
CB&T)   $33,693   

  Ending Balance (Beginning Balance next month) $554,455   

       

   Ignite Pledge Balance Remaining  $92,371   

         

   Mortgage Balance at month end   $334,468   

     

     

(1) Revenues – Items in (RED) are where we are behind on income  

(2) Expenses – Items in (RED) are where have spent more than expected 

(3) Net Total – (RED) on this line means we are behind where we would like to be 

**Numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause differences in totals 



 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
CPC has many ways to stay in touch while we practice social distancing! 

FACEBOOK 
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more! 

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST 
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter. 

WEBSITE 
Check out the church calendar, view sermons, or make a donation.  
Everything you’re looking for is on our website! 

BREEZE APP 
Keep in touch with all your friends at church. Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to find out how to have an account created. 

Staff  Contact Information 
(804) 748-4636    www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM, M-TH, 8:30 -  Noon, Fri. 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 
Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 
Membership Coordinator 
lcoghill @chesterpres.org 

Kathy Peebles 
Financial Secretary 

financialsec@chesterpres.org 
 

Anne Kalemjian 
Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 

Jon Durkovic 
Music Director 

jdurkovic@chesterpres.org 
 

Marcie Murphy 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 

Sandra Bottoms 
Director of Christian Formation 

sbottoms@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

preschool@chesterpres.org 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 
Our weekly Worship service is posted on our YouTube Channel. Grab a 
cup of coffee and enjoy the service from home. 


