
 

 

Newsletter of  Chester Presbyterian Church                                                        January 2021 

Turning the page to 2021, I cannot help but reflect on how blessed as a community of faith we 
were in 2020. To be sure, it was a year filled with challenges, changes, and loss none of us could 
have imagined, nor desired, twelve months ago.  
 
As much as we may burrow into difficulties and disappointments of 2020, our faith compels us to 
offer thanksgiving for God’s gracious presence in so many ways this past year. I am grateful for all 
who made it possible for CPC to navigate “new normal” all along the way. A small sampling of the 
blessings for which I am thankful: 
 
For: Susan Johnson who reached out that week in March when worship was shut down. With her 
skill and aplomb we have been able to have worship from that first “closed” Sunday; Emma Had-
ley, our editor; Linn Coghill, Warren Trevvett, Patrick Johnson, Mark Entwistle, oversaw the tech-
nical processes for worship; the volunteers who learned and operated the camera; 
 
For: Cliff Noe and all our Grace Café volunteers who worked diligently to pivot to a drive-through 
ministry, and other mission efforts (Food Pantry, Angel Tree, Presbyterian Giving tree, Souper 
Bowl and a special gift to Rise Against Hunger) all felt the grace and generosity of the CPC family; 
The Property Team with DT Wood’s sure leadership continued to care lovingly for our facilities, 
upgrading sanctuary lights, and managing the logistics of two drive-in services, and even through 
hail that took out HVAC systems; Ron Briggs and brother Carroll Briggs brought extra cleaning 
and sanitizing to their work;  
 
For: Wendy Wellener and our Personnel Committee managing five personnel searches, including 
four during the pandemic; Kim Hopkins and the preschool teachers opening in September with joy 
(and COVID vigilance) to provide families with needed help; new staff, Jon Durkovic, Sandra Bot-
toms, Marcie Murphy, jumped in with passion, creativity, and commitment; Our COVID Response 
Team, meeting virtually from the beginning to discuss and offer session insights for navigating 
through; Susan Hastings and our deacons, shepherding their flocks, even at a distance, especial-
ly connecting with shut-ins and the isolated; Freddy Boisseau, Dennis Walker and our finance 
committee and trustees for diligent stewardship of finances;  
 
Lastly, Bob Lynn and our session for faithful, wise and dedicated leadership; and most significant-
ly our CPC family members and friends, who continued to show-up virtually for worship, classes, 
meetings and mission all the while continuing to contribute financially to the operating fund and 
the Ignite effort.  Without your generosity, commitment and faithfulness Christ’s ministry from this 
corner could not take place.  
 
Rich blessings indeed for which to begin a new year. May God’s blessings and grace continue to 
abound for all of us. 
 
Happy New Year! 



 

 

CPC Session In Review 
 

   At the December 20 stated meeting: 

• Approved the Finance Committee’s recom-
mendation that the committee act to recast 
the mortgage loan.  

 
• Received report of the Alcohol Use Task 

Force and forwarded to the Property Com-
mittee to study and develop a policy.  

 
• The CPC Treasurer, Anne Kalemjian, report-

ed on the November financials. Donations 
are up, expenses down, but there is still a 
deficit for the 2021 budget. 

 
• At their request, the Jones family was re-

moved from membership roll. 

Open Enrollment has started  

for the 2021/2022 school year!   

We offer a half-day program for children ages  

2 ½ - 5 years old. For more information, check out 

our website at cpcpreschool.org or call Kim Hop-

kins at 804-748-9465. 

Souper Bowl of Caring 2021 
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat…”  (Matthew 25:35a) 

 

The Souper Bowl of Caring is a youth-inspired movement working across the nation to tackle hun-
ger in local communities. Since 1990 when youth groups from across the USA began this hunger 
relief effort, over 163 million dollars have been received. 100% of the funds received are given di-
rectly to local charities chosen by each church’s youth group.  
 
Our Chester Youth are inviting you all to join in their effort to help support two of CPC’s existing 
ministries that are already in place to feed hungry people right here in our neighborhood. In the 
weeks leading up to the Super Bowl on February 7, 2021, we hope you will consider giving to this 
year’s Souper Bowl of Caring. Simply contribute as you normally do through our church’s means of 
giving, making a special notation that your gift is for “Souper Bowl of Caring.” The total amount re-
ceived will be divided equally between CPC’s Food Pantry and Grace Café. Thank you in advance 
for helping our youth with this important mission effort!   

cpcpreschool.org


 

 

2020 has been an interesting year of improvisation. The answers have not been “no”, but rather “try 

it a different way.” I enjoy doing things in different ways, but I also like some sense of consistency. I 

am fortunate to be here at CPC where both tradition and novelty are accepted and embraced equal-

ly.  

 

Thanks to the members of the CPC Choirs for their flexibility and ability to work creatively together to 

present music in worship virtually. This is a wonderful addition to our program and ability to obey the 

command of the psalmist to “Make a Joyful Noise unto the Lord! Come into His presence with Sing-

ing!”  

 

Thanks to Warren Trevvett, Linn Coghill and Mark Entwistle for getting worship at CPC virtual! 

Thanks to the Arts Dream Team for their hard work in putting things together for the Arts.  

 
ARTS CLASSES: 

Acrylics classes for Children – monthly classes with instruction for painting our own interpreta-
tion of masterworks. January’s class will be held on January 18 at 5:00 PM. 

Acrylics classes for Adults – monthly classes with instruction for painting our own version of 
masterworks. January’s Class will be held January 18 at 700 PM. 

Crafting classes for Children – monthly classes with instruction for creating seasonally appro-
priate 3D art. January’s Class will be held January 25 at 500 PM. 

Crafting classes for Adults – monthly classes with instruction for creating seasonally appropri-
ate 3D art. January’s Class will be held January 25 at 700 PM. 

Bonsai classes for Children and Adults – quarterly classes with instruction for creating a per-
sonal bonsai tree. The next session is February 13, 2021. 

Currently, Arts classes are held in Room 203. All classes include fees for each session to 
cover the cost of materials provided. Registration forms are available in the church narthex and 
online. 

 
CONCERT SERIES: 

POSTPONED – Silent Film with the Organ - Laurel and Hardy in Two Tars and Buster Kea-
ton in The General. Featuring Jon Durkovic at the Geissler Theatre organ. Limited seating available. 
Since we are not currently permitted more than 10 in the room at a time, we will wait until we are 
able to gather in a larger number to present this program. Watch for new details. 

February 7, 2021 4:00 PM in the sanctuary – The Directors in Concert featuring a program 
presented by Aubrey Lindsay, Douglas-Jayd Burn and Jonathan Durkovic 

April 18, 2021 6:00 PM – Dancing with the Stars A program of dancing fun for all ages. 

May 1, 2021 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM Festival of the Arts A program exploring the achievements 
of the classes of the year and exploration of new opportunities for the coming season. 

Concert tickets will be available two weeks prior to each event. Tickets help us follow the ca-
pacity guidelines for personal safety. Tickets are free, but donations are accepted.  

The Festival of Music and the Arts at Chester Presbyterian sponsorship program will open af-
ter the first of January 2021. 



 

 

Welcomes you for  
A Carry-Out Dinner  

Tuesday Evening 
5:00 - 5:30 P.M.  

For more information  
contact Cliff Noe, noetinman@verizon.net  

or 804-931-7894. 

Grace Café - A Letter of Thanks  
 
… to Chester Presbyterian Church and to everyone who helps with 
Grace Café every week. Our very successful program started in 
Oct 2015 and served over 29K meals through December 2019. In 
early 2020 we continued our in-house food service line, with tables 
set up for our guests to eat a quality, hot meal in the Fellowship 
Hall. With the impact from COVID-19, we shifted to a To-Go meal 
available from 5:00-5:30 pm. That first week we served 80 meals 
and have never looked back. On October 6, we began our 6th 
year of Grace Café, and are now serving 120 To Go meals every 
week. This is possible because of the benevolence of our congre-
gation and to some pretty special people who make this program 
work. 
 
Thanks to Bruce Fletcher who coordinates providing 2 volunteers 
every week to assist the cook teams to box the meals, bag them 
for distribution, and assist handing out the meals. Thanks to the 
following who have been helping with Grace Café this year: Rich-
ard Nunnally, Ann Dunbar, Todd Woerner, Marilyn Grina, George 
Williams, Mary Jane Williams, Tom Coghill, Pat Price, Jane Ward, 
Jim Eaton, Diane Ayers, George Schanzenbacher, Jackie Wade, 
Gary Caldwell, Bridgett Lehman, Frank Hartsoe, Nancy Hartsoe, 
Carla Bradshaw, Susan Mapes, Elizabeth Johnson, Brenda Bart-
ges, and Susie Owens. 
 
Thanks to Deborah Regal, who is our face to our guests every 
week. She hands the meals through the car windows to our guests. This is an important job, and she does it very 
well. 
 
Most meals are prepared by one of 5 cook teams, who prepare an awesome meal, assist in boxing the meals, and 
then clean up the kitchen. Thanks to the following Teams, their Leads, and their team members: 

 Charlie’s Angels:     Mary Haessig/Sally Noe (team leads) – Diana Martyn, Nancy Muller, 
                 Pam Danford, Angelique Whitby, and Gary Caldwell 

 The Taylor’s:        Gray Taylor (lead), Linda Taylor, and Trey Taylor 

 Peebles’ People:     Kathy Peebles/Sue Williams (team leads) – Maury Gatewood, 
                 Art Schuetze, Pam Dameron, and Jackie Rose. 

 Heritage Group:      David Hendler (lead), Susan Hendler, Brita Simmons, Cecil Simmons, 
                 Tom Skidmore, Gerry Wohnig, John Jabe, Mark Rich, Monte Weaver, 
                 Marion Johnson, Dorinda Davidson, Liz Johnson, and Diane Ayres  

 Cliff’s Culinary Crew:  Cliff Noe/Karen Clifton (team leads) – Roger Clifton, Cheryl Beam, 
                 Mark Beam, and Diane Ayres.   

A special thank you to Don Geisler and Nancy Gefvert who have been in our parking lot every week since mid-March 
guiding our guests for picking up their meal and keeping us from chaos. Also, thanks to Frank Hartsoe helping with 
this as needed, and to Nancy Hartsoe and Ann Dunbar for filling in a couple of times for Cliff coordinating the opera-
tion each week.   

Finally, thanks to all the following teams who have done a meal (some more than once) during 2020: 
Bethesda Baptist (thanks to Ron Briggs our Sextant and his church who do a meal 4 times a year) 
Andrew Jones; Chester Preschool; CPC Deacons; CPC Boy Scouts; CPC Choir; CPC CE Committee; CPC Staff, 
Jane Ward and her team.                                                                                                             

On average, our church provides 

food for 3 - 5 families per week. We 

currently need hearty soup, canned 

mixed vegetables/carrots, canned 

peas, spaghetti sauce/noodles, and 

Hamburger Helper. As always, $10 

Kroger gift cards are needed and 

appreciated. 

Thank you for  
your generosity! 

Thanks, Cliff Noe 



Happy New Year! Oh, please Lord, let this truly 

be a happy, new year. The last one was a bit 

tough for all of us. Then again, there were some 

bright spots in 2020. Jon Durkovic blew into the 

church with a fresh wind behind him and lots of 

ideas and energy.  Marcie took one look at the 

front office… and was willing to stay! Her previ-

ous church office experience has helped her tran-

sition right into place. Sandra Bottoms sauntered 

in and calmly started making things happen. With 

all of their help, Gordon’s guidance, and lots of 

patience and prayers, we can look forward to a 

much better year than the last one. Welcome 

2021!     
Jude Osborne 

I'm home from the hospital following recent 
abdominal surgery and recovering nicely. 
Many thanks to all the prayers and cards 
from members of CPC.  

It's wonderful knowing I have such a caring 
church family.  

Sincerely, Dennis Walker 

The Work of Christmas 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 

when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 

to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 

to make music in the heart. 

The PC USA Advent Devotional concludes, as it began, with a work from Howard Thurman. 
It’s a fitting conclusion and an invitation to move into the New Year with inspiration to guide 
us to action in our lives and in our community. It needn’t be grand gestures, perhaps it’s just  
to commit to serving as candles of joy, hope, courage, peace, grace and love all year long.  

Maybe start an Epiphany journal, recording daily where you have seen Christ’s light in the 
world or where you yourself have been that light.  



 

 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Chester Presbyterian Church, Inc.  

Analysis of Revenues & Expenses - Summary  

For November YTD  

     

Headings and Account YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference  

Revenues(1)     

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose) 403,265  373,442  29,824   

   Other Revenue 23,382  31,306  (7,923)  

   Payroll Protection Program 59,743  0  59,743   

   Special Gift 0  0  0   

Total Revenues 486,390  404,747  81,643   

Expenses(2)     

   Salary & Benefits 294,865  312,151  17,286   

   Presbytery and Benevolence 35,841  41,297  5,456   

   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/Stewardship 6,723  16,162  9,439   

   Plant Operations & Church Admin 69,205  81,184  11,979   

   Mortgage Loan & Insurance 64,738  58,860  (5,878)  

   Long term Planning 0  0  0   

  Total Expenses 471,372  509,655  38,282   

      

Net Total(3) 15,018  (104,907) 119,925   

      

      

Ignite Campaign  

Total Ignite Income from last 
month 

Revenue from 
this month Expenses 

Ending Ignite 
Income 

Amount paid 
on Mortgage to 
date 

Amount to pay 
on mortgage 

436,452.03  35,537.00  0.00  471,989.03       436,452.03        35,537.00  

      

Mortgage Balance $452,744.43     

Ignite Pledge Balance $185,658.00     

      

      

(1) Revenues – Items in RED are where we are behind on income  

(2) Expenses – Items in RED are where have spent more than expected  

(3) Net Total – RED on this line means we are behind where we would like to be  

**All numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause slight “differences” in totals 



 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
CPC has many ways to stay in touch while we practice social distancing! 

FACEBOOK 
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer, 
our live stream Sunday service and much more! 

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST 
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our weekly 
email newsletter. 

WEBSITE 
Check out the church calendar, view sermons, or make a donation.  
Everything you’re looking for is on our website! 

CHURCH LIFE APP 
Keep in touch with all your friends at church. Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to have an account created. 

Staff  Contact Information 
(804) 748-4636    www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 
Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 
Membership Coordinator 
lcoghill @chesterpres.org 

Kathy Peebles 
Financial Secretary 

financialsec@chesterpres.org 
 

Anne Kalemjian 
Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 

Jon Durkovic 
Music Director 

jdurkovic@chesterpres.org 
 

Marcie Murphy 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 

Sandra Bottoms 
Director of Christian Formation 

sbottoms@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

preschool@chesterpres.org 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 
Our weekly Worship service is posted on our YouTube Channel. Grab a 
cup of coffee and enjoy the service from home. 


