
 

 

Newsletter of  Chester Presbyterian Church                                                                May 2022 

No Longer Strangers… 
 
Our niece, Emma, has invited us to her high school graduation. The invitation was a wonderful re-
minder that graduation season is indeed upon us. What a joy this season will be, especially after the 
last two years of no or limited ceremonies. In her book, “Gratitude,” Diana Butler Bass writes of a 
graduation ceremony as an “arena of thanksgiving,” where hundreds of people feel grateful together. 
Some are grateful a son or daughter has done well, anticipating the new adventure of college ahead. 
Others, grateful for the moment which represents a goal achieved through family sacrifice, perhaps 
the first in a family. Indeed, an arena full of joy. 
 
Sociologist Jonathan Haidt notes Thomas Jefferson speculated on the communal benefits of wit-
nessed emotions, such as joy: When any…act of charity or of gratitude, for instance, is presented to 
our sight or imagination, we are deeply impressed with its beauty and feel a strong desire in ourselves 
od doing charitable and grateful acts also. Haidt and his researchers found evidence that “people re-
ally do respond emotionally to acts of moral beauty” and that beneficial acts and feelings cause others 
to want to copy them. They demonstrated that witnessing goodness increased biological responses in 
the nervous system controlling heart rate and calm breathing. In effect, gratitude is contagious.  
 
This month our worship and formation classes center on the theme: “Practice Joy.” It seems an easy 
task when we celebrate a graduation, responding to an event. But what about the run up to that cele-
bratory moment, when grades or work schedules or family situations made graduation a stretch. How 
do we, in those moments respond to Paul’s call to “Rejoice in the Lord always” (Phil. 4:4)? It seems to 
me Haidt’s work bears out the wisdom of scripture. More than simply “responding” to the joyful event 
we witness, we can give thanks, practice joy, realizing that no matter the situation in life we find our-
selves, God in Christ is there, with us. In that is joy. And as we share joy in that grace, so might we 
inspire another to joyful praise. In doing so, we encourage another through whatever darkness they 
encounter. 
 
With joyful anticipation, I look forward to Emma’s graduation. What joy do you celebrate this month? 
Don’t forget to share it with another. 
 
(And remember to get your grad’s info to the church office so we can celebrate with your family June 
5.) 
 

Shalom, 



 

 

VILLAGERS NEEDED! 

 

We are excited to announce that Vacation Bible School is 
back and will be held for three days, July 20, 21 and 22.  
 
There are many opportunities for our members to join in on 
this fun learning experience. We need teachers, helpers, story 
tellers, and decorators. If you are able to help, check out the 
sign up sheet in the Narthex or contact Mary Schiano at  
796-2971 or by email at Schianoinn59@outlook.com 
 

Graduate Sunday is May 22! 

Celebrate the accomplishments of our college and high 
school graduates on Sunday, May 22! CPC is planning to 
recognize our graduates during worship and at a recep-
tion following in the fellowship hall. 
 
If you or your student is graduating this spring, please 
contact Linn Coghill (lcoghill@chesterpres.org) with the 
following information: graduate’s name, address, school 
and type of degree (if applicable) that will be received. 
Graduate information is needed for all high school, col-
lege, technical or advanced degree graduates.   
 
Please respond by Wednesday, May 5, 2022 

Medical Debt Relief Ministry 

Now through Pentecost (June 5) we're working towards our 
goal of raising $20,000. For every $100 raised, $10,000 of 
medical debt will be retired. Donations to this fund can be 
made by check or online giving. Please note the fund name 
on  the memo line. 
 

As of April 25, we’ve received $4190.00  in donations. For 
more information: Contact Sarah Smith, Mission chair 
(scm.smith@usa.net) 

mailto:Schianoinn59@outlook.com
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I’m sitting in my living room, in shorts and a tee-shirt, under a 
blanket with a sweater on. Welcome to spring in Virginia! Don is 
outside working with the bees, and I’m sure I’ll be reminded of 
the plants I just bought needing planting. Soon our new baby 
goats, Mando and Grogu, (Mandolorian and Star Wars fans will 
know) will be coming home, and we have a dozen or so little 
peeps running around the garage. Busy times at Nekkid Acres!   
 

I was recently handed a paper with acts of kindness on it that you could do - most without much effort, but 
each are important. As I looked it over, some are so easy but others I hesitated. I noticed the easy ones in-
volved money. I totally get the expression “throwing money at it.” The ones I hesitated over - the ones that 
would “cost” the most, involved  our most precious commodity, time. So I am going to try something, and I 
invite you to join me.  I am going to list 2 “acts of kindness”, and in the month of May I am going to do them, 
at least once. One is “donate extra food to a food bank.” That’s the money one. Pretty easy, eh?   Now, let's 
up the game. “Make a call to someone who is one their own.” A college kid - finals are coming soon, a little 
encouragement from anyone would be welcome. Gramma, Uncle Bob, an old teacher, a recent widow/
widower, a former coworker, a new mom, or someone even more alone, a new dad. Don’t be afraid to look 
weird, calling them out of the blue, just do it. There is a reason you thought of them. Now share some of 
your precious time, and I’d love to hear how it went! Peace.                     - Jude Osborne 

 

GARDEN ON THE CORNER 

HOW’S IT GROWING?   
We are excited to report that all of the raised beds have been planted! Thank you to all the workers who 
have “dug in” and helped with readying the beds, as well as the actual planting. Already plants are thriv-
ing and harvesting will begin soon. Want to help tend the garden by volunteering for a week of watering 
and harvesting duties? Watch for sign-up notices soon. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  

Saturday, May 14  Garden Work Day 
In-ground planting:  8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Lunch, Water, Instruction Provided 
Questions? Contact Susan Mapes (804)928-1518 

Garden on the Corner Committee 



 

 

 CPC ARTS Sponsorship Opportunities 

We invite you to help support our arts programs by becoming a Sponsor 
of the Arts at Chester Presbyterian Church.  

Sponsorship levels: 

Bronze $25, Silver $50, Gold $100, Platinum $500+ 

For your support, your name will be included in our event programs and 
we’ll host a special event just for sponsors later in the year. If you prefer, 
we can keep your contribution anonymous.  

Please make your contributions payable to the Arts at Chester Presbyteri-
an, account number 1690-7. If you contribute, please let Jon know so he 
may add your name to the appropriate Sponsor group heading. Join our 
sponsors in supporting this opportunity to present the arts to our broader 
community. 

ARTS Events for May:  
 
Arts Gallery in the Gallery -  

The arts classes will again show the work of the classes from this year in the 2
nd

 floor gallery of 
the main narthex May 1 - 15. Enjoy the various pieces created by our stained glass, acrylics, and 
watercolor classes. Remember the humor and poignancy of the drama troupe. Recall photos of 
the concerts from the past season.  
 

The Chesterfield County Choral Society spring concert is Sunday, May 15 at 3:00 PM in the 
sanctuary. Plan to enjoy this program of sacred and secular favorites.  
 

We are in the planning process for our 2022-2023 concert season. Look soon for a list of pro-
grams! Renew your sponsorship and stay in touch with the Arts at Chester Presbyterian Church! 
 

All arts classes are in recess from now until the fall. 

Bring a picnic lunch and stay after worship on Sunday June 5! 
Celebrate the start of summer and hear a report on the Mary 
Frances and Micky Micklem Medical Debt Relief campaign.  

Beverages and dessert will be provided. Don’t forget to bring 
your lawn chairs or a blanket. In case of rain, the event will take 
place in the Fellowship Hall. 

Picnic on the Lawn - Sunday, June 5 



 

 

 

As always, $10 Kroger 

gift cards are needed 

and  appreciated. 

 

    

 

 
 

 

Welcomes you for  
 a Carry-Out  

Dinner  

Every Tuesday  
5:00 - 5:30 P.M.  

 

For more information  
contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  
or 804-931-7894. 

Musical interludes,  

inspiring messages,  

food for thought… 

Would you like to get the 

Daily Devotional straight to 

your inbox? 
 

Our Facebook friends see these devotionals when-

ever they log in. If you're not a Facebook user or 

would just prefer to receive the Daily Devotional via 

email, opt-in to receive these messages by contact-

ing the church office to sign up (804-748-4636 

or office@chesterpres.org).  

Session  
Highlights 

 

At the April 24 meeting: 
 

 Approved renting office space to 
Robin’s Nest Transitional  

    Housing Ministry 

 Set May 15 for congregational 
meeting to act on Nominating 
committee report 

May 21∙ 8:00am - 1:00pm 
Time to clean your closets? Need to find room in the gar-
age? Bring your unwanted items to the Fellowship Hall the 
week of May 8. We also need paper bags, so any you can 
bring will be appreciated.  
 
Outside spaces for selling your own stuff are available to 
rent for $20.00. Text or call Jude Osborne @ 804-304-
6889 to reserve your space. 
 

We are unable to take mattresses or old TVs. 

Jelly 
Hamburger Helper  
Rice 
Canned chicken  
Coffee/Tea 

Thank you for your generosity! 

We currently need: 

Cereal  
Pork-n-Beans  
Beef-a-Roni 
Chili 
Boxed potatoes/stuffing 

Daily Devotional 



 

 

FINANCE & STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

Chester Presbyterian Church 
Congregational Report 

March 31, 2022 

    

 YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference 

Revenues(1)    

   Offerings (Pledge and Loose) 129,605  99,215  30,390  

   Other Revenue 6,430  896  5,534  

Total Revenues 136,035  100,111  35,924  

     

Expenses(2)    

   Salary & Benefits   76,979  77,364  384  

   Presbytery and  
   Mission   9,176  10,065  889  

   Worship/CE/Membership/Music/  
    Stewardship/Parish Care 2,581  1,947  (635) 

  Plant Operations   13,106  11,465  (1,641) 

Church Admin   5,254  5,174  (80) 

  Mortgage Loan        5,160  5,161  0  

   Property Insurance   6,798  6,798  0  

   Worker's Comp  
   Insurance  1,132  566  (566) 

  Total Expenses 120,187  118,539  (1,648) 

     

Net Total(3) 15,848  (18,428) 34,276  

     

Ignite Campaign        

   Beginning Balance (Ending Balance last 
month)  $686,800   

 + Income this Month (payment to CB&T)   $0   

  Ending Balance (Beginning Balance next 
month)  $686,800   

       

Additional Ignite donations over Pledges  $39,975   Thank You!!! 

         

   Mortgage Balance at month end       189,271.42   

     

**Numbers rounded to nearest dollar, which can cause differences in totals  



 

 

STAY IN TOUCH 
CPC has many ways to stay in touch! 

FACEBOOK 
Like Chester Presbyterian Church on Facebook and enjoy daily prayer 
and much more!  

WEEKLY EMAIL BLAST 
Stay up to date on all the great things happening at the church with our 
weekly email newsletter. 

WEBSITE 
Check out the church calendar, view sermons, or make a donation.  
Everything you’re looking for is on our website! 

BREEZE APP 
Keep in touch with all your friends at church. Email the church office at 
office@chesterpres.org to find out how to have an account created. 

Staff Contact Information 
(804) 748-4636    www.chesterpres.org     Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM, Mon - Fri. 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 
Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 
Membership Coordinator 
lcoghill @chesterpres.org 

Kathy Peebles 
Financial Secretary 

financialsec@chesterpres.org 
 

Anne Kalemjian 
Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 

Marcie Murphy 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Brittney Chappell 
Accountant 

accountant@chesterpres.org 

Jon Durkovic 
Music Director 

jdurkovic@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

preschool@chesterpres.org 

YOU TUBE CHANNEL 
Our weekly Worship service is posted on our YouTube Channel. Grab a 
cup of coffee and enjoy the service from home. 


