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No Longer Strangers… 
 

C.S. Lewis once noted:  “I am often, I believe, praying for others when I should be doing things for them.  It’s so much  
easier to pray for a bore than to go and see him.”  
 

September is “activity” month—Schools re-open, worship schedules change, new sports seasons kick into gear, Rally Day 
seeks to “rally” folks to ministries, etc.  It’s “busy-bee” time as it were.  As we reflect on events of the summer months in 
Charlottesville, Houston, Spain, and a dozen other places that grabbed our attention and tore at our hearts, it is appropriate 
to reflect through the lens of Lewis’ comment.  Does our discipleship call us to more than a “prayer” activity as we  
encounter the barrage of struggles in the world? 
 

I think it does.  Certainly not all can travel to a devastated region to help rebuild—much as our PDA team did recently in 
Louisiana.  Most of us can only dig so deep into our pockets to offer financial assistance to such desperate needs.  So perhaps 
one “activity” that can be added in this active month is to follow Lewis’ thought process to go and make that difficult visit. 
Reach out to one who thinks, acts, believes differently that you.  When you encounter a neighbor, ask how their day is going, 
and stay and listen.  When you hear a litany of tribulation from someone overwhelmed by life, take a moment to actually pray 
with them.  A few days later, follow up; call and ask how things are going.  Share a cup of coffee, a meal even.  
 

The trap of the speed of life each of us encounters is the pull to focus only on our own agenda, our own “to-do” lists, to  
neglect the intersection of our lives with the lives of others.  No doubt the two fellows on that road said a quick prayer of 
healing for that poor, beat-up fellow on the side of the road.  In highlighting the Samaritan, Jesus is telling us there comes a 
time when we need to set aside our activities to go and “see” the other, our neighbor.                     
 

          Shalom, 
 

Who are the People on This Corner?  Rally Sunday, September 10, right after worship, you can find 

out the answer to this question as we celebrate all that we do at CPC from This Corner. Invite a friend and join us 

to discover the many things that we do as a part of the body of Christ and the ways that you can participate. There 

will be wonderful barbeque to eat and fun and games for all ages.  Don’t miss it!!  
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Musical Notes from Jim Dorn 
 

I wish to thank the Summer Choir for their dedication and faithfulness; we will continue  
singing through Rally Sunday, September 10!  I also wish to thank our resident Boy Soprano,  
Jayden Robbins, for sharing his talents on Sunday, August 20, with his beautiful solo by  
Buxtehude!  During late August, Jayden attended a music camp with the Boy Choir at All Saints 
Episcopal Church in Richmond; also present, was the Boys and Girls Choir from  
Washington National Cathedral, who were in residence at Roslyn.  Jayden will again solo  
All Saints Sunday, November 5, singing the Pie Jesu from the Fauré Requiem. 
 

The opening rehearsal for the AWE singers will be on Thursday, September 14, at 6:30P.M. in the 
robing room.  The AWE service will begin on Sunday, September 17, in the fellowship hall, with a warm-up rehearsal at 
8:05A.M.  Other than the first rehearsal on Thursday, September 14, the AWE singers will henceforth rehearse on the first Thurs-
day evening [only] of each month, as well as every Sunday morning at 8:05. 
 

The Chancel Choir will begin weekly rehearsals on Thursday, September 14, at 7:30P.M. in the Trevvett Music Room, #213.  It 
will be an exciting year, with a Reformation collaboration with the choir from Grace Lutheran on Sunday, October 22; and our 
own festive service with Brass Quartet on Reformation Sunday, October 29.  A note of interest: at the last two rehearsals in May, 
the Chancel Choir started rehearsing our anthems for Christmas Eve!! 
 

Joyful Noise will begin weekly rehearsals on Sunday, September 17, in the Trevvett Music Room following the AWE service at 
approximately 9:30A.M.  All children are welcome. 
 

New choir members are needed and welcome, and I look forward to seeing you at our Music booth on Rally Sunday,  
September 10, where our theme is Anyone Can Whistle!  (There is a 100% guarantee; just ask Stephen Sondheim!) 

Thank you! 
 

On behalf of our Session, the PDA Hospitality Team, and our 
congregation I give thanks to God for the time and talents of 
the CPC Mission Team.  Chester remains dear in my heart from 
my time of service there, and it was especially meaningful to 
have a crew from CPC to join in ministry with once more.  I 
carry their love with me wherever I go, as it is the love of Christ.  
In fact, I was reminded by a facebook post from Roger Clifton 
that we are in communion with one another always even as we 
celebrate the Lord’s supper  in different places at different times. 
 

It was truly our joy to have them.  Sharon, Linn, Reinhart, 
Dorinda, Tim and Mark represented Christ in our midst through 
joy-filled, willing and humble service.  Our hope is that others 
may be inspired by their experience, so please spread the word!  
Thousands of homes were flooded, many without insurance.  
Currently there are over 600 homes on the waiting list.  Regional 
recovery is still expected to last another 2-3 years, and we hope 
to be part of it as long as we can. 
 

We give thanks to God for your support.  We covet your pray-
ers, and we want you to know that you have affirmed our faith 
in Christ through our work together. 
 

Grace and peace, 
Zach 
The Rev. Zachary S. Sasser 

We sincerely thank our Church 
Family for all the kindness and 
compassion that was shown to us 
at the loss of our Son, Brother and 
Uncle, Kevin Graham.  Although 
it is comforting knowing he is in a 
better place, it is you that help give 
us strength to make it through this 
difficult time in our lives.  God  
bless all of you. 
 

Marie Boerner 
Mike, Karla ad Nicholas Gambill 

I want to thank the Session and each of you for the spe-
cial recognition you so graciously surprised me with in 
July.  If you were in worship that day, you could see the 
astonished look on my face when Bob Brown and Gor-
don presented the beautiful silver tray to me for years of 
service to CPC!  Not much gets past me around here!  
Seriously though, I am very humbled to be recognized 
and hope that I serve this congregation in a way that is 
pleasing to you and our Lord Christ Jesus.  You are each 
a blessing and gift to me, and I am grateful for your love 
and friendship. 
 

Peace, 
Linn 

Deacon’s Corner:  Rally Day   
 

September 10 is Rally Day at Chester Presbyterian Church.  Let’s celebrate this wonderful gathering with joy and participation. 
 

There will be activities and information that will remind us of what our church offers.  Look for the Deacons’ booth.  We want 
you to meet us and talk about what we do in the church.  We are here to serve you with prayer and love. 
 

1John 4:16   So we know and rely on the love God has for us.  God is love.  Whover lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 
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And the Journey Begins      
 
Are you a rising 8th grader?  If you are, 
then this fall begins the journey of your 
life.  Once again, the 8th Grade Church 
School class will be the forum for the 
Confirmation Journey to Church mem-
bership.  We will meet on Sunday morn-
ings, beginning September 17th at 9:45 
a.m. in room 214.  You and your parents 
are invited to attend on the 17th to get to 
know one another and your Confirma-
tion Ministry Team, as well as learning 
about key components of the Journey.  
The class is also open to all (8th through 
12th) who have not been confirmed pre-
viously and would like to make that jour-
ney now.  Additionally, it is open to all 8th 
graders who have previously been con-
firmed and to visitors.  For additional 
information, contact Cliff Noe (706-9660 
or noetinman@comcast.net).  We are 
looking forward to seeing you this fall.  

     Intern Rising! 
 

The personnel committee has hired an intern for our 

CE ministry.  Jessie Partridge begins work on the 

Master of Arts in Christian Education this fall at  
Union Seminary.   She will be interning with CPC, 

working with our youth and other areas of Christian Education.  Jessie grew up in 
the Mechanicsville Church where she currently works in CE. She is also a former 
Camp Hanover staffer.  Next month we’ll have a full bio of Jessie in these pages.  
For now, look for Jessie on Rally Day, say hello and welcome her to CPC! 

New Adult Ed Offerings 
 

September 3 and 10:   
 

Understanding your Muslim Neighbor   
 

The course will include three main scriptures, Genesis 17:2 
(God’s covenant with Abraham), Genesis 17:19 (God’s covenant 
with Isaac) and Genesis 21:18 (God’s covenant with Ishmael).  
Instructors will be Lamar Lockhart and Don Osborne. 
 

September 17-October 22: 
  

Faith and Science  
  

For Reformed Christians, science is both promising and provoca-
tive. It raises tough questions about how God creates, what it 
means to be human, and where technology will take us next.  
This study invites participants to rejoice in the wonder of creation seen through 
science and to grapple honestly with new challenges it presents to our faith.  Dan 
Robbins, instructor. 
  

Temptation in the Desert  
  

The story of Jesus' temptations in the wilderness after his  
baptism offers important instructions for us as we  
consider our Christian life. This study discusses ways the temp-
tations that  Jesus faced are still real for us today.   Gray Taylor, instructor. 

Reformation 500!  This fall marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. To commemorate that transforming event, CPC 

will host a 4-part evening series “A Sustainable Presbyterian Future,” featuring The Rev. Dr. Louis Weeks.  
 

Louis Weeks, President Emeritus of Union Presbyterian Seminary, lives in Williamsburg VA with his wife Carolyn. He has taught 
and written extensively on the history and nature of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches.  Weeks served as Professor of Historical 
Theology and Dean of Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, where he collaborated with John Mulder and Joe Coalter to 
direct the most extensive study yet of Presbyterians in the U.S.A.. They published “The Presbyterian Presence” series of seven books, 
editing six comprising essays and writing one summarizing the findings (1990-1992). Vital Signs: The Promise of Mainstream 
Protestantism enlarged the topic subsequently, by invitation from Eerdmans Press. 
 

Others of his books include To Be a Presbyterian (1983,2010) The Presbyterian Source: Bible Words That Shape a Faith 
(1984) and A Sustainable Presbyterian Future: What’s Working and Why(2012).  Weeks’ latest book is the one that will be 
studied in CPC’s Reformation 500 series. Each evening will include worship, reflection and conversation centered on his book of 
the same title.  The series runs Tuesdays, October 3, 10, 17 and 24.  Dr. Weeks has made advance copies of his book available at 
the author’s price, $8.50.  Purchase yours through the church office. 
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Our Food Pantry needs your help!   

On average our church  provides food for  3-5 families per 
week.  Following are September’s “foods of the week.”  As al-
ways, $10 Kroger cards are needed and appreciated.  Thank you! 

9/3 Canned Soup 

9/10 Canned Vegetables 

9/17  Chili / Beef-A-Roni 

9/24  Boxed Potatoes / Stuffing 

 

   Men of  the Church 
     

The September Men’s breakfast is   

Saturday, September 9, 9:00A.M.   

Please come out for a fun time, 

breakfast, fellowship, and  Bible 

study.  For more details, contact  

Cliff Noe, noetinman@verizon.net  

White Board Grace! 
 

Look for “White Board Grace” located in the 

narthex. The idea is simple, each 

week staff will post a word or 

phrase on the board and every-

one is invited to leave a comment 

on that week’s word. Together we 

will create a weekly devotional. 

So brush up your board writing 

skills! 

Stewardship Highlight for September: 
 

As a congregation we support the mission of CPC in many ways:  through money, prayer, free meeting space, and  
thousands of hours of time.  This month highlights the Property committee and 5 programs that do not receive  
financial support.   
 

The mission of the Property committee is to:  
 

1. Maintain, repair and renovate the physical property of CPC    
2. Manage capital projects.   
3. Monitor all utilities and grounds maintenance.   
4. Support security, fire protection, sound systems, elevator, pest control, lighting. 

 

The 5 programs below are a vital part of Chester Presbyterian Church life, but receive no financial support.   Through 
these programs, lives are transformed.  Thousands of hours of volunteer time are given to these programs. 
 

1. Thomas Dale High Football Dinners: 60-70 young men are led toward Jesus Christ through 10 weekly din-
ners, prayer, and guidance on moral values and behavior.  

2. Chester Presbyterian Preschool teaches 100 children ages 2-1/2 to 5 in programs that facilitate academic, 
emotional, social and physical growth. 

3. Alcoholic Anonymous has 3 meetings every week in the Rudy Center.   

4. Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts and Brownies have meetings at least twice a week.  
5. The Shepherd Center of Chesterfield holds monthly meetings in the  

Rudy Center 
 

DT Wood chairs the Property committee.   Rusty Hopkins chairs Stewardship. 

Grace Café 
welcomes you  

for dinner every Tuesday  

5:30 – 6:30P.M.  

(please note new hours) 

LUNCH BUNCH:  In September, Lunch Bunch will be gathering at the church for 

Rally Day!   We're looking forward to a fabulous day, learning all about what we  

do - and how you can help - on this corner!  So join us for activities and lunch at the 

church right after worship!!  
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CHESTER  

PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

3424 W Hundred Rd 

Chester, VA  23831 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian 
Church is to: 

Deliver God’s Word.  Grow in 
Faith.  Serve All People. 

Home Communion 
is available  

to sick or housebound  
members.  

 

Please contact Nancy Gefvert,  
804-768-7627 or  

nancy.gefvert@gmail.com. 

 

Quilt Raffle coming on  
Rally Sunday! 

 

"Daisy, Daisy, give me your  
answer do"  

 

Look at the beautiful quilt to 

cheer any room!   

Happy Quilters has again do-

nated a quilt to Chester Presby-

terian.  Look for the quilt in the CPC Office to buy a 

ticket or two.  Proceeds will support Mission com-

mittee projects.  Tickets are available for $10 each.   

The drawing will be held in September on Rally  

Sunday.   For additional information, please contact 

Pam Danford or Kathy Peebles.  

 

 

 

 

Created.  Called.  Complete. 
Psalm 139 

 

2017 POJ Women’s Retreat 
 

September 15-16, 2017 at Camp Hanover. 

 
Our time together will begin with dinner  

at 6pm Friday  
and end at 5pm Saturday. 

 
Retreat Leaders:  
Leigh Anne Ring  

(DCE at River Road)  
 

and Allison Unroe  
(Pastor at Fairlawn in  

Roanoke) 
 

Cost of $55 includes three meals,  
lodging and program. 

 

Register online at  
www.presbyteryofthejames.com  
or call the POJ office, 262-2074. 

CPC Session in Review 
 

August Session Highlights 

 
 Examined and affirmed new elders and deacons 

 Approved one worship service (10:00 a.m.) on rally day,  

September 10.   

 Approved recommendation of Personnel and Finance  

Committees to hire Jessie Partridge as intern for CE. 

 Approved Property Committee's recommendation to erect 

steeple. 

 Wyatt Chapel repairs (painting, re-finish doors) will begin using 

funds earmarked for chapel. 
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Staff Contact Information 

804-748-4636 
 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor  

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator  

lcoghill@chesterpres.org 
 

James Dorn 

Director of Music  

jdorn@chesterpres.org 
 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465 

preschool@chesterpres.org 
 

Sandra Walker 

Financial Secretary 

financial.sec@chesterpres.org 
 

www.chesterpres.org 

Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

Administration 
 

Your administrator is excited about Rally Day!   
 

In two weeks, we will see exhibits showing the  
myriad of activities On This Corner.  Each group will be attractively displayed for members 
to choose among them the work that most inspires them.  When I look at all the work the 
good people of this church do, I am inspired and humbled. 
 

Are you interested in feeding the hungry?  We have the Food Pantry, Grace Café, CCHASM 
clients, Backpack Buddies, and Rise Against Hunger. 
 

Love to build and maintain?  We’ve just completed new projects making our physical plant 
even better (new entry posts, repaired curtain wall divider in fellowship hall, new mulch in 
the Memorial Garden, and the newly renovated rest rooms)!  Property committee discharges 
a huge responsibility with all sorts of activities. 
 

Do you love to generate the excitement of learning?  We have tons of CE opportunities for 
all ages, K-Adult, as well as After-School Tutoring and My Little Library.   
 

Do you yearn to organize and husband resources?  Well, Finance and Stewardship are right 
up your alley. 
 

Does your faith lead you to proclaim it?  CE, Worship and Music could be your passions. 
 

Are you starved for social outlets?  Membership and Strengthening and Fellowship are look-
ing for you . . . Not to mention XYZ’s, PW and Lunch Bunch (who doesn’t love to eat?!). 
 

If the responsibility of Leadership is your passion, Elders and Deacons are your avenue. 
 

Ushers, Greeters, Sanctuary Guild . . . I could go on, but I’m out of space.  I love this place ! 

After School Tutoring Needs You:   
 

After School Tutoring for the fall will begin on October 3, 2017.  To make the program a 
success we need: 
 

 Tutors, the more tutors the more students we can help. 
 Two Shepards to be with the students until their parents pick them up. 
 

We tutor second- and third-grade students from Curtis Elementary School.  We help them 
with their math, reading and homework assignments.   
 

Tutoring is each Tuesday and Thursday from 3:00 - 4:15.  Tutors are free to leave at this time.   
 

At 4:15 the students go to the Rudy Center for recreation time until their parents pick them 
up at 5:00.   
 

If you can tutor Tuesday and Thursday that is ideal; however, if you can do only one of the days, we will work to find 
someone to cover the other day.  Please prayerfully consider working with the After School Tutoring program.  It does 
make a difference in the children’s lives.   
 

Questions or for additional information contact Todd Woerner, 908-310-1191, tpwoerner@comcast.net. 

The Backpack Buddy Program  

. . . will begin its sixth year providing food for 20 children from Marguerite Christian Elementary School.  These students, 

selected by the school’s guidance counselor, require food over the weekends to tide them over until 

they return to the free and reduced lunch program at school.  We need people just like you who have 

a desire to help end hunger in our area! 
 
 

We need weekly folks to pack food in backpacks – 1-2 volunteers each Wednesday or Thursday.  We 

need shoppers – this is a one-month commitment to plan menus and shop for food at the Chester 

Food Bank and at stores of your choice to stock the shelves.  No experience needed—we’ll show you 

how it’s done.  Please consider helping out with this vital ministry by contacting Jana Wood at 796-

9110 or email dtwood2@verizon.net  
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MISSION TRIP 
  
Our Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Team spent a productive week in Lafayette, LA August 5-12. First Presbyter-
ian Church Lafayette was a wonderful host to our group and it was good to see Rev. Zach Sasser again. The team 
consisting of Linn Coghill, Dorinda Davidson, Tim Eischen, Mark Entwistle, Sharon Entwistle, and Reinhart 
Reiss was energized and enjoyed the productive work and comradery that surrounded us. We were fortunate to 
have fun, knowledgeable site leaders in Tamara, Judy and Rusty.  
 
We installed new flooring and a new front door to Patrick’s home (the homeowner). The team tore out an old, 
rotted, water damaged porch then replaced it with a new deck and wheelchair ramp. You have never seen so much 
MUD!  New soffit was also added to the roofline and a sturdy handrail was added to the side door. Patrick was so 
appreciative and our group became quite fond of him.  
 
We are so grateful to have had this rewarding experience and appreciate your prayers for us. There is so much 
work that is still needed in that part of Louisiana, and with all that has recently happened in Texas, PDA will con-
tinue to need our support. Please keep all of these people who have endured such horrific flooding in your prayers 
for the years to come that it will take to restore their lives. 
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New Officers   
Sunday, August 27 we ordained and installed new officers for CPC. Incoming Ruling Elders are: Freddy Boisseau, 

Kathryn George, Michael Harrah, Chuck Smith, Wendy Wellener, and 

DT Wood.  Incoming Deacons are:  Roger Clifton, Liz Fletcher, Reinhart 

Reiss and Todd Woerner.  
 

A special thank you to retiring officers, Elders Lynda Bartsch, Frank Hartsoe, 

Susan Phillips, Joan Stanford, Joan Thompson, and Sue Williams; and Deacons Pam Danford, Bridget Lehman 

and Jackie Rose. Please continue to keep all of our church leadership in your prayers. 

 

Blessing of  the Animals: Sunday, October 1, 3:00P.M. 
  

Through the ages God has called us to care for his creation and for the living creatures in it. In this light, all people 

who love animals, along with all pets and their human friends, are invited to Chester Presbyterian’s annual Blessing 

of the Animals.  This service, which focuses on God’s gifts of animals, and our responsibilities as stewards of 

God’s creation will be held on Sunday, October 9 at 3:00P.M. by the Rudy Center. 

 Bring your pets large and small – dogs, cats, horses, donkeys and chickens! All are welcome though 

we request that all pets be leashed or in a carrier. Refreshments will be available for all. 

  

 
 
 

Have you included CPC  
in your will and  
estate planning?  

 

Including the church is 
effective stewardship for  

future generations on this corner. 
 

For more information, please  
contact Treasurer, Don Davidson, or  

Pastor, Gordon Mapes. 

 

Remember  
to make your  

amazon.com purchases through AmazonSmile.   
When you select  

Chester Presbyterian Church as your desired charitable  
recipient, Amazon will  

donate  
1/2 of 1% of purchases  

to the church! 
 

Our unique charity link:  
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-3201660  

YTD FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
  

The Annual Budget for 2017 is $573,162.  Only $510,399 of the budget is funded.  Therefore, the church 

started the year with a budget shortfall of $62,663. 

            At the end of July revenue fell short of expenses by $4,398.   Traditionally, July revenues are down  

compared to other months.  However, the July numbers indicate that the church has not reduced the  

$62,663 deficit with which it started the year. 

            The Finance Committee is currently discussing options to eliminate this shortfall by the close of 2017. 


