
  

Newsletter of  Chester Presbyterian Church                                                November 2018 

No Longer Strangers… 
 
November brings time changes, leaf changes, Thanksgiving, the chill of fall and our opportunity to financially 
commit to God.  This year the session has asked us to Ignite! in an integrated effort to commit to the 2019  
budget and to reducing our debt.  Our budget need is $612,924.  The debt reduction goal is $600,000 of the  
almost one million we owe.  It was exciting last Sunday to discover that our leaders have committed $466,000 to 
eliminate the debt.  By now I hope you have attended a small group session, received your Ignite brochure and 
are prayerfully considering your commitments.  
 
Making a financial commitment to the church is an important spiritual discipline that too often is downplayed as 
though it were simply “paying dues” or “membership fees.”  When we make a financial commitment of our 
treasure, we show truly, where our heart is.  So as we prepare for Commitment Sunday, November 11, with 
apologies to Shakespeare, I share the following: 
 

To pledge or not to pledge — that  is the question. 
Whether ‘tis nobler in a person 
To take the gospel free and let another foot the bill, 
Or sign a pledge and pay toward church expenses! 
To give, to pay—aye, there’s the rub.  To pay, 
When on the free pew plan, a person may have  
A sitting free and take the gospel too, 
As though he paid, and none aught the wiser. 

 
To err is human, and human too, to buy 
At cheapest rate.  I’ll take the gospel so! 
For others do the same—a common rule! 
I’m wise.  I’ll wait, not work—I’ll pray, not pay. 
And let the other fellow foot the bills, 
And so I’ll get the gospel free, you see! 

 
But there is no cheap grace— 
It cost God his son.  

 
Let us pray:  Eternal God, you called us to be a special people on this corner – to deliver your Word, grow in 
faith and serve all people.  Once again, we pray, ignite us with that fire of the Spirit that has kindled zeal and 
devotion to create and sustain faithful ministry in this community for 140 years.  Now we are engaged in a  
season of possibilities and challenges, opportunities and pitfalls.  Guide us lest we stumble or be misguided by 
our own desires.  May all we do, and the generosity of our hearts, be done to serve and transform lives, in this 
place, and wherever you send us, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Shalom, 
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MUSICAL NOTES by Jim Dorn 

 
Please Join us on TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13 at 7:00P.M. 

for a concert with the VCU TROMBONE CHOIR & 

FRIENDS.  There will be a ‘dozen or more’ trombones heard in 

pieces for ensemble, quartet, and solo, all under the direction of 

Dr. Ross Walter. There is no charge for admission, and your 

presence is appreciated. 
 

JOYFUL NOISE had a wonderful presentation on Sunday,  

October 21.  We continue to rehearse on Sunday mornings at 

9:30A.M. in the Trevvett Music Room 213.  They will again sing 

on Sunday, November 18!  All are welcome! 
 

New members are always welcome and needed in our choirs. 

The Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings at 7:30P.M., 

and have already begun to rehearse our Christmas music! 
 

The AWE Singers are now under the direction of Mr. Jim Gorin, 

a most talented, versatile and experienced musician!  They  

rehearse on Thursday at 6:30P.M., and welcome new singers. 

Staff  Contact 

Information 
 

804-748-4636 
 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator 

lcoghill@chesterpres.org 
 

James Dorn 

Director of Music 

jdorn@chesterpres.org 
 

Jim Gorin 

AWE Music Director 

jimgorin@gmail.com 
 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465, preschool@chesterpres.org 
 

Kathy Peebles 

Financial Secretary 

financial.sec@chesterpres.org 
 

Don Davidson 

Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 
 

www.chesterpres.org 

Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

Our Food Pantry  
 Needs Your Help!   

 

On average our church provides food for 3-to

-5 families per week.  We are currently in need 

of beans (black, kidney, etc.); Hamburger 

Helper; spaghetti noodles; cereal; Ramen  

noodles.  As always, $10 Kroger gift cards are 

needed and appreciated. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Youth Group Needs You!  

Youthful Opportunities for the Young at Heart 
  
When I think back on my teenage years and the youth group that I belonged to, I 

count it as one of the most important parts of 

my faith development. If I asked other adults 

in our congregation, they too would probably 

have wonderful experiences to share.  The 

Christian Education Committee would like to 

provide this kind of  spiritual growth and op-

portunities for the youth of our church. In or-

der for this to happen, we need volunteers. 

 

This year we are going to try something a little 

different. We are looking for volunteers to 

sponsor various youth events throughout the year. Some of them are longer in 

duration, like planning a youth service. Others are short term or onetime events, 

like the Souper Bowl of Caring or Caroling to our shut-ins. Camp Hanover has 

several youth events that they  

sponsor throughout the year that we could coordinate bringing a group of our 

youth to participate.  You may have an idea of something you think would be spe-

cial for our youth. If you are interested in sponsoring one or more of these events 

or would like more information, please contact Lucinda Wood, 

lwilsonwood3@gmail.com; or Susan Mapes, gmapes3@aol.com. 
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Lunch Bunch 
 

We gather at Cesare’s Italian Restaurant at Rivers Bend on Sun 
Nov 18 (3rd Sun) at 12:30 PM. Come celebrate the beginning of 
the holiday season with us!! Bring someone new or an old-time 
friend—we'd love to meet them!! 
 
As always, please let us 
know if you will be join-
ing us so we can give the 
restaurant a reservation 
number on the preceding 
Friday.  Enjoy the sun-
shine! 
 
Bob & Marnie Brown, 
forestend@verizon.net 

 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

Prayer Shawls provide a tangible way to wrap those among us who are suffering serious 
illness or grief in the caring love of Chester Presbyterian Church.  We try to keep a supply 
of 5-10 shawls at all times in the cabinet upstairs, across from the elevator.  They are 
handmade in a variety of colors by knitting, crocheting or weaving.  If you would like to 
donate a completed shawl, take a copy of the directions from the cabinet.  Feel free to use 
any of the donated yarn in the cabinet.  Contact Pam Dameron at 748-7257, or cpdamer-
on@comcast.net for more information.  The prayer attached to shawls reads:  “May 
God’s grace be upon this shawl, warming, comforting, enfolding, embracing.  May it be a 
safe haven, a place of security and well-being.  May you be cradled in hope, kept in joy, 
graced with peace and wrapped in love.” 

Happy Quilters Raffle 
 

Happy Quilters has provided this beautiful quilt for the  
church to raffle off.  This year the proceeds will go to the  
Music program.   
 
Raffle tickets are $10 each or 3 tickets for $25.   
Please see Kathy Peebles, Pam Danford or Sally Noe to purchase tickets. 
 
Drawing to be held Sunday, November 18.   

 
Confirmation Field Trip:   

 

Tuesday, November 6,  to Historic Polegreen Church, lunch, then visit the Chesterfield Food Bank.  Meet at church at 
8:45A.M., depart at 9:05, and return to church by 3:00P.M.   

Contact Cliff Noe – noetinman@verizon.net or 804-931-7894. 

Thank you 
 

Dear Prayer Shawl Friends, 
 

With a sad heart I write you this thank-you note 
for the beautiful prayer shawl that you gave to 
our family to honor Ed Thompson.  I will al-
ways remember September 8 as the day I lost 
my best friend, but also a reminder of the acts 
of kindness and love offered our family.  The 
prayer shawl has a dual purpose:  wrapping us 
with God’s love and comfort as well as keeping 
us warm and secure while we accept the loss of 
a husband and father.  We will go forward cra-
dled in hope, joy, peace and wrapped in love, 
thanks to you. 
  
                            -Mary Jane Thompson 
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Up Close and Personal with Linn Coghill 
 
Growing up in Greenville, NC., our Membership Coordinator, Linn Coghill spent much of her 
childhood as a budding ballerina.  She loved ballet and her favorite teacher so much, when the 
teacher took a position at ECU, Linn continued her ballet in college.  
 
Graduating from East Carolina University with her Bachelors of Fine Arts her true love was art.  
That love led her to two post-graduate positions at ECU, one of which resulted her first posi-
tion as Staff Artist at the local NBC affiliate.  Thus, began her career in television marketing and 
promotion.  Her 20 years in television took her from Greenville, to Panama City, to Raleigh and 
finally to Richmond, where she was Art Director, then Promotions Manager at WTVR for 7 
years. 
 
Finding it time to spend more time with her family, in 2002 she accepted the part-time position 
as Membership Coordinator here at CPC. Her major responsibility is to help assimilate new, and 
existing members into the life of the church.  She follows up with visitors, coordinates inquirers 
and uses her professional expertise to publicize church activities and events.   

During a time of major stress in her life, she took up running as a means of stress relief.  To this day, she is most relaxed 
while running.  In the past 8 years, she has completed 5 10K races and 4 half marathons, recently finishing 5th in her age 
group.  Her bucket list includes a full marathon in 2019. 
 

Linn and her husband Tom have one son, Drew, a junior at Old Dominion University. 
 

Linn is in the office on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays and at church on Sunday mornings. 

Grace Café Attendees 
 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day  
fall on Tuesdays this year and we wanted 
to let you know that Grace Café will be 
open.   
 
In order for us to better prepare, we are 
doing a survey of our guests on Tuesday 
evenings to determine whether you will be  
attending and how many.   
 
We will also be looking for input as to the 
time to serve the meal on both days:  4:00
-5:00P.M. or 5:30-6:30P.M.   
 
Look for more info coming soon during 
Grace Café and a survey form on the  
tables.   

Hanging of  the Greens 
 

Sunday, December 2, following 11:00AM worship, help decorate the church, inside and out, for Advent and Christmas! 
The Chrismon tree will be decorated, candles will be placed in windows, wreaths displayed, nativity scenes set out and more. 
If you are available to help, please join the Membership Development Committee on December 2.  Pizza will be provided 
for lunch. 

Home  
Communion is 

available  
 

to sick or housebound  
members.  

 
 

Please contact Nancy Gefvert,  
804-768-7627 or  

Welcomes you  

for Dinner  

Every Tuesday  

5:30 – 6:30P.M.  

For more information  
contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  
or 804-931-7894. 

mailto:noetinman@verizon.net
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Theology on Tap  
November 14, 7:00P.M. 

The Answer, 6008 W Broad, Richmond 

 
 
 

Food, fellowship and conversation at the  
intersection of life and faith. 

 

Kroger Community Rewards   

You shop, CPC earns!  Things to 

know:  your purchases begin earn-

ing rewards for CPC 7-10 days af-

ter registering your Kroger Plus Card.  You 

will see the phrase, “At your request, Kroger 

is donating to Chester Presbyterian” at the 

bottom of your Kroger receipts once you 

have successfully enrolled.  The Rewards pro-

gram in no way interferes with Kroger fuel 

points and how those points are earned.  No 

information about your Kroger Plus card 

purchases will be made available to CPC.   

 

The new Kroger Account number to specify 
is:   HK362.  If you are already registered using our 
old number, 83275, you can continue to use it . . . 
Either number will work. 
  

CCHASM Thanksgiving Meal Gift Package 2018   
 

This program provides complete Thanksgiving meals for families in need.  We have committed 

to provide 50 complete gift packages, each consisting of 10 dry components plus a $15 Gift 

Card (Kroger, Walmart, Food Lion, Publix).  In the narthex are 3x5 cards available for either 

dry ingredients or a $15 gift card.  Please take one or more cards and donate to this vital pro-

gram.  All ingredients and gift cards are to be returned by Sunday morning, November 11.  The 

Youth will consolidate all ingredients and gift cards to be turned into CCHASM on November 

12.  For further info, please contact Cliff Noe (noetinman@verizon.net) or Jana Farrell 

(jana.farrell@yahoo.com).  

Youth Assembling Baskets 

Youth Gathering to assemble CCHASM Thanksgiving Baskets on November 11 after church in the fellowship hall!  Mid and 
Senior High Youth Groups led by our Confirmation class will be assembling CCHASM Thanksgiving baskets as part of the 
youth group meeting.  Food will be provided.   

Please contact Corri Miller-Hobbs (cmillerhobbs@comcast.net) or 804-307-2450 by November 7 if your youth will be at-
tending on the 11th.   

Adult Sunday School Update 
 
The class on World Religions is continuing to meet in the Rudy Center through mid-December.  Come  

learn more from guest presenters about their faith traditions.   

Beginning November 4, Gray Taylor will lead a study on Following Jesus Today:  Challenges & Opportunities in  

the 2nd floor conference room which will continue through mid-December.   The participant book is  

available in the office. 

 

Remember  
to make your  

amazon.com purchases through  

AmazonSmile.   
 

When you select  
Chester Presbyterian Church as 

your desired charitable  
recipient, Amazon will  

donate  
1/2 of 1% of purchases  

to the church! 
 

Our unique charity link:  
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47
-3201660  
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CPC Session In Review 
 

   At the October 14 meeting Session approved the following: 
 

  Elected Kathy Peebles Financial Secretary. 
 Expressed gratitude for Sandra Walker’s years of service in 
 this position. 

 Transferred John and Marlene Grentzer to 1st Presbyterian, Casa 
Grande, AZ. 

  Heard Ignite and Stewardship campaign updates: 

                   Ignite                     Commitments to date:        $ 466,765 

                        2019 Stewardship   Officer Commitments:       $ 146,260 

 Heard POJ report from Susan Mapes and Everett Carter: 

             Celebration of Carson Rhyne's retirement.  Rev. Fred 
 Holbrook will serve as interim Presbyter.  Susan and  
 Lamar Lockhart elected to POJ Strategic Plan committee 

 Advent/Christmas theme: “Calm & Bright: 200 years of  
Silent Night.” 

Christmas Poinsettias 
 

Yes, it’s that time of year already – time to place your order for poinsettias that will help decorate our sanctuary during Ad-
vent and Christmas. If you wish to place a poinsettia in the church, please complete the form below and return it to Linn 
Coghill’s mailbox by November 25. The cost is $15.00 per plant. Please submit your order, along with your check, as soon 
as possible. Order forms are also available in the narthex.  Checks payable to Chester Presbyterian Church must accompany your 
completed order form. (Checks only, no cash please)
___________________________________________________________ 
 

Please print exactly how you wish your name placed in the bulletin: 
 
Name: _________________________________________________ 
 
Number of poinsettias @ $15.00 each:  _________ 
 
In memory of:  __________________________________________ 
 
In honor of:  ____________________________________________ 
 
Total amount of attached check:  $_____________ (no cash please) 
 

Men of  the Church    

  Men’s Breakfast  
 

November 3,  8:00A.M.    
 

Come out for a fun time, breakfast, fellowship, 
and Bible study.   

 

For more details, contact Cliff Noe,  
noetinman@verizon.net  

CHESTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

3424 W Hundred Rd, Chester, VA  23831 
 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian Church  
is to:  Deliver God’s Word.  Grow  in  Faith.  Serve All People. 


