
  

 

Newsletter of  Chester Presbyterian Church                                                May 2017 

No Longer Strangers… 
 
We are people of the Word—seeking to follow God’s 
word.  We are also people who respect words.  Words 
have power.  Rudyard Kipling called words the “most 
powerful drug used by mankind.”  Maya Angelou added, 
“Words mean more than what is set down on paper.  It 
takes the human voice to infuse them with shades of deep-
er meaning.”  Theologian Edward Farley noted that some 
words become “deep symbols” or “god-terms” that offer 
deep, enduring meanings that shape our values, commit-
ments and relationships. 
 
Down through the ages, from Pascal’s Pensees, Franklin’s 
Poor Richard’s Almanac, Voltaire’s Dictionary to Buechner’s 
Wishful Thinking and Kathleen Norris’ Amazing Grace, writ-
ers have offered words and phrases that speak to and en-
capsulate faith.  
 
With that long and good history of using significant words 
to describe and enhance faith, I am going to do something 
new in the coming months.  Beginning with Confirmation 
Sunday (May 21), instead of preaching from the lectionary, 
I have been gathering words from the Bible and our faith 
that every disciple needs to know.  So, every Sunday’s  
sermon will be on a new word.  
 
To add to the conversation and reflection on each week’s 
word, a “word wall” will be present in the narthex.  
Throughout the week, visitors are invited to leave a reflec-
tion or thought on the word for the week.  Through 
“White Board Grace,” we’ll create a weekly congregational 
devotional. 
 
As our “Word Wall” sermon series will launch on Confir-
mation Sunday, that is our first word:  Confirmation!  
What is it, what’s it for, what’s it mean, why (do I hafta!?).  
 
I look forward to seeing you in worship as we explore the 
words we use about God, our faith, and following Jesus. 
 

   Shalom, 

Screen-Smart Parenting 
 
. . . a new adult class designed for parents, grandparents and 
adults who care for youth and children, begins May 7.  The 
course content will be based on Screen-Smart Parenting: How to find 
balance and benefit in your child's use of Social Media, Apps and Digital 
Devices by Dr. Jodi Gold.  
 
The series of six classes will focus on helping parents develop an 
approach to managing the use of digital technology for children 
and adolescents and runs through June 11.  The team of present-
ers for the class will include Angela Lockhart, Strategic Visual 
Communications; Dr. Karen-Marie Yust, Professor at Union 
Seminary; and a member of the Chesterfield County police force.  
Crime Prevention Unit books will be available for purchase dur-
ing the class.  
 
The Screen-Smart Parenting book can be purchased on Amazon 
and is also available for Kindle.  For more information, contact  
Lucinda Wood.  
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Musical Notes from Jim Dorn 

What Can I Learn From You? 
Can you think of any other place, besides the church, where five generations of  
people come together on a regular basis? In our church, you can find Builders 
or the Traditional Generation (people born prior to 1946), Baby Boomers 
(people born 1946-1964), Generation X (people born 1965-1980), Generation 
Y or Millennials (people born 1981-2000), and Generation Z or the iGenera-
tion (people born after 2001).  All of us are coming together to support and 
nurture each other while discovering what it means to be Christian.  
 

Year after year, we have been coming together in worship, service projects, 
mission projects, and fellowship activities.  
This summer, the Christian Education com-
mittee would like to bring all of these differ-
ent generational perspectives together for an 
intergenerational  
Sunday School experience. Learning God’s 
Stories Together is a curriculum that reads a 
different Bible story each week and offers 
discussion and further exploration of the 
story with various engaging activities. It will 
provide opportunities for all generations to learn from each other.  We are very 
excited to bring this type of Sunday School experience to our church, but we 
need your help to make it successful.  
 

 First, we want you to remember during your busy summer that Sunday 
School is meeting from 9:00-9:45 before our regular Sunday worship.  

 More importantly, we are looking for a different family, couple, or in-
dividual to host each Sunday beginning June 18 and ending August 
20.  Hosting means that you will be here to greet people as they arrive and 
actually read the Bible story to the group.  There are also discussion ques-
tions that are provided in the curriculum.  After the story and discussion, 
there are other people who will be responsible for the activities that go 
with the story. We are seeking interested individuals for this part of the 
morning, too. 

 

Please check your calendars and see what dates this summer work for you and 
your family. If you want more information, please contact Lucinda Wood at 
lwilsonwood3@gmail.com or 748-0647. 

I wish to thank our choirs for their dedication and faithfulness in providing the beautiful music during 
Holy Week and Easter!   The Palm Sunday Service began with an impressive Procession of Palms, 
with Crucifer Joshua Wood leading the Chancel Choir and JOYFUL NOISE!  We also thank the 
Trombone Quartet, for their beautiful music at this service, which was a gift of Mark La Fratta.  The 
Maundy Thursday Service ended with the hauntingly beautiful and serene music of the Uilleann Pipes 
played by Mike Harrah, as the Chancel was stripped of all adornment, and draped in black!  The Good 
Friday service was both profound and wondrous in its simplicity, with Chancel Choir singing Anthems 
on:  What Wondrous Love Is This, and When I Survey the Wondrous Cross!  Easter morning wor-
shippers were greeted with the sounds of the Bagpipe prior to the 11:00am Service, and the Chancel 
Choir again sang beautifully! 
 

Please note that on Tuesday evening, May 2, at 7 in the Sanctuary, we will host a solo recital by VCU student Ben Culver, 
trombone.  At Grace Café, earlier in the evening, a brass quartet from VCU will play a few selections.  Donations to the 
VCU Brass Players Association will be gladly accepted towards the students’ travel expenses to Cartagena, Colombia at the 
end of May. 

CPC Session in Review 
 

April Session Highlights 
 

  Approved Communion for  
Presbytery annual meeting of  
Presbyterian Women (5/6) 
  Approved Finance/Stewardship  
recommendation to send cover letter 
with quarterly statements 

  Moved stated session meetings to 
Third Sundays 
  Affirmed Endowment Committee 
members (Dennis Walker, Rusty Hop-
kins, Brennen Keene, Betty Beverly, 
Don Davidson) 
 

Heard reports: 
  Healing Service will be held at both 
services 5/7 
  Financial Peace University begins 
5/9  
  Finance & Stewardship will hold 
Town Hall meeting between services 
June 11, topic: Planned Giving 
  Annual Bluegrass Eucharist is July 
30 

  New HVAC installed in Rudy Youth 
Center  
   Louis Weeks, former president of 
Union Presbyterian Seminary, will be 
guest speaker at series celebrating 
Reformation 500 in October 
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Grace Café 
welcomes you  
for dinner every 

Tuesday  
5:30 – 7:00P.M.  

  Deacons’ Corner 
 
  Enjoy God’s creations in a poem written  
  by Helen Gleason. 

 

Birds and Bees 
 

Birds and bees and butterflies Flying round, delight the eyes! 
Nature’s pride as they take flight—God’s creation, awesome sight. 
 

Flowery fragrance, senses thrill, Nature’s sounds the ears do fill, 
Kaleidoscope of color, sound, Beauty, wonders, all abound. 
 

Miracle of gardens bright, Sun at day and moon at night. 
Who such wonders could create?  Only God these things can make. 
 
Beside them the birds of Heaven nest; among the branches they sing.      -Psalm 104:12 

Presbyterian women 
 
 

Spring is definitely here! Christ has risen as He said! Just walk outside and see what God has done for us. With Spring comes 
the Presbytery of the James Spring Gathering on May 6.  This year Chester Presbyterian is hosting all the women from our 
Presbytery.  It is a wonderful day to come meet other Presbyterian women here in central Virginia. Election of new officers, 
lunch and a worship service with Communion in the afternoon.   
 
The day begins with registration from 9AM to 9:45. The program then begins at 10AM in the sanctuary.  
My hope is that many women from our church will attend! 
   
With this program at our church, we are in need of many volunteers.  We need women to help with reg-
istration, guiding women thru our church, helping distribute bag lunches, set-up on Friday and clean-up on 
Saturday afternoon.  Most jobs are easily done and may only take a little of your time. Even if you cannot 
stay all day, please consider coming at some point to help us make this a success. I have bragged on my 
church family here at CPC so please consider assisting.  Call me (804-931-6146) or Kathy Peebles(804-310-
5720) if you have ANY questions or to volunteer.                  -Sally Noe, Moderator 

Grace Café Update 
 

Thanks to everyone who has been volunteering, either with meals or setup/serving/
take down each week.  We have served over 11K meals since we started up back in 
Oct 2015.   
 
We are drawing in new people every week, but we noticed that our own church mem-
bership attendance has been dropping off of late.  You are just as a much a part of this 
program when you come for a meal and make a donation.  We hope that if you have 
been not coming, that you will start coming.   
 
Please continue to help spread the word at places you patronize in the greater Chester 
area as this helps get those in that need a meal.  If something has not been going as 
you would like at Grace Café, please contact Cliff Noe, noetinman@verzion.net  or 
804-931-7894. 

Confirmation: 
 

Attention all Confirmands, your  
families, and Covenant Partners. 
We are entering the final three weeks  
of Confirmation, and here are  
important dates/times to remember: 
 

May 7: 7:30 A.M. – breakfast for Con-
firmands and Covenant Partners at the Noe’s 
 

May 20: 5:30P.M. – Confirmands, Session, Covenant  
Partners, and families gather in Chapel followed by dinner 
 

May 21: 11:00A.M. service – Public Affirmation  
of Faith 

Financial Peace University Returns!   
Classes start May 9 and run every Tuesday through July 11 (except July 4).  Classes start at 
7pm and should end no later than 8:45PM. Grace Cafe is open prior to the class, and  
childcare begins at 7PM for the class.  
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Our Food Pantry needs your help.   

On average our church  provides food for  3-5 families per week.   
Following are May’s “foods of the week.”  As always, $10 Kroger  
cards are needed and appreciated.  Thank you  

5/1 Toilet Paper/ Paper Towels  
5/8 Ramen Noodles  
5/15  Soup  
5/22  Canned Vegetables 
5/29 Chili / Beef-A-Roni 

 

                    Men of  the Church 
 

          The May  Men’s breakfast is Saturday, May 13, 8 - 9:00A.M.   
            Please come out for a fun time, breakfast, fellowship, and Bible study.   
            Also, keep these dates on your calendar for our summer MOC  
            Breakfast: June 3, July 8, and August 5. All at 8-9:00A.M. 
 

            For more details, contact Cliff Noe, noetinman@verizon.net  

 

Remember to make your  
amazon.com purchases through 

AmazonSmile.   
When you select  

Chester Presbyterian Church  
as your desired charitable  

recipient, Amazon will donate 
1/2 of  1% of  purchases  

to the church! 
 

Our unique charity link:  
 

https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/47-3201660  

Dear friends, 
    

      I want to thank you for all the 
phone calls, emails and cards you 
sent during my recent ill-
ness.  Having an 
entire church supporting you in 
prayer is a powerful experience.  
      We sincerely appreciate your 
help and friendship during this 
time.                                                      

            Joan and Tom Thompson 

Dearest Church Family, 
 

Thank you does not begin to ex-
press the gratitude that I have for 
the love, care, and support that I 
received during my recent health 
scare. I truly felt like I was in the 
palm of God’s hand. Your prayers, 
calls, flowers, and cards helped to 
keep my focus positive and faith 
strong that God would lead me 
through this challenge.  I thank 
Him for my successful surgery and 
for providing me with such a lov-
ing church family. 
 

 With love and thanks, 
 Lucinda  Wood  

Faith Night at the Diamond 
 

Saturday, May 6 is the first of two Faith 
Nights at the Diamond.  It’s the Flying 
Squirrels vs. the Bowie Baysox.  Game time 
is 6:05P.M. with post-game fireworks.  
Gates open at 4:30P.M. Ticket price is 
$8.00/person for reserved seats.  If interest-
ed, contact Linn Coghill by May 1 at 748-
4636, x307 or lcoghill@chesterpres.org . 

White Board Grace! 
 

A new all-church devotional is coming this 
month. Look for “White Board Grace” located in 
the narthex. The idea is simple, 
each week staff will post a word 
or phrase on the board and  
everyone is invited to leave a 
comment on that week’s word. 
Together we will create a weekly 
devotional. So brush up your 
board writing skills! 

mailto:lcoghill@chesterpres.org
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CHESTER  
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
3424 W Hundred Rd 
Chester, VA  23831 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian 
Church is to: 

Deliver God’s Word.  Grow in 
Faith.  Serve All People. 

Youth / Strengthening & Fellowship 
 
First Sunday Fellowship and Youth Fundraiser- May  7, 2017 
  
Stay for lunch following 11:00AM worship and visit with your CPC family and 
friends. No need to go home to prepare lunch – we’ll do it for you!   CPC Senior 
and Mid-high folks are serving a BBQ lunch on Sunday, May 7, in the fellowship 
hall right after the 11o’clock service.  All donations received will be used to fund 
mission trips.  A suggested donation is $5.00 per meal.  Come enjoy this early 
taste of Summer!   The youth will be serving;  BBQ pork sandwiches, BBQ 
beans, cole slaw, chips, brownies or cookies; tea, lemonade or water. 

Graduate Information Needed 
 

Our 2017 graduates will be recognized at lunch and a reception on June 4.   Graduate 
information is needed for all high school, college, technical or advanced degree graduates.   
 

Please contact Linn Coghill (lcoghill@chesterpres.org) by Sunday, May 14 with the 
following information:  

 
1. Graduate’s name,  
2. Address,  
3. School and type of degree (if  

applicable) that will be received. 

Lunch Bunch  
. . .will gather on the 3rd Sunday, May 21, 12:30P.M., at Antonio's Italian Restaurant at 
the Wal-Mart shopping Center on Rte. 10. Todd and Cynthia Woerner will be hosting as 
Bob & I will have company that weekend, so please RSVP to them at  
tpwoerner@comcast.net. 

Interested in Finding out more about CPC? 
 

Those interested in CPC membership are invited to attend the next Inquirers’ 
Class Sunday, May 21, at 9:45a.m. in the 1st floor  conference room. 
 

Find out:  
 

Who are we?  
What Do We Believe?  
What Do We do?  
How Do We Do It?  

 
You’ll also learn about some of our programs,  
activities and service opportunities.  
 

For more information, please contact  
Linn Coghill at 748-4636, ext. 307  
or lcoghill@chesterpres.org. 
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Staff Contact Information 
804-748-4636 

 
Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor  
gmapes@chesterpres.org 

 
Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator  
lcoghill@chesterpres.org 

 
James Dorn 

Director of Music  
jdorn@chesterpres.org 

 
Jacqueline Poliquin 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

748-9465 
preschool@chesterpres.org 

 
Sandra Walker 

Financial Secretary 
financial.sec@chesterpres.org 

 

www.chesterpres.org 
Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

Administration  

 
Your administrator is feeling nervous about health.  You 
may well ask, “Why?”  After all,  my health problems 
from 2016 are resolved successfully . . . and that’s  
wonderful!  However, my vision has become increasingly 
blurry.  Like I’m looking through a screen and can’t quite focus.   
 
So I visited my ophthalmologist —  and he diagnosed cataracts.  Cataracts!  Yes.  
And not just cataracts, but ripe cataracts; ready for harvest. 
 
This is how it came about that I will undergo cataract removals on two Mondays, 
May 1 and 15.  I’m feeling a bit anxious.  I remind myself that the procedure has 
become reliable in terms of both safety and results (it doesn’t even precipitate much 
down time); that my ophthalmologist has removed thousands of cataracts; that the 
surgi-center shepherds hundreds of people through this procedure each week with-
out incident.   
 
Especially, I remind myself that God has demonstrated again and again His  
presence in my life.  And I am comforted to be in the palm of His hand yet again  
. . . although I would have preferred no more surgery.  I hope you will overlook my 
moments of fear and pray that my surgeries will be successful and uneventful. 

 

     Let Your Creativity Flow!  
     Mark Your Calendars for VBS 2017 

    July 17-21 
 

     At Maker Fun Factory VBS, kids discover not only that God  
    made them the way they are, but for a purpose too.    
 

  
 Maker Fun Factory is filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, touch, and even 
taste!  Registration will begin soon for the sciency-fun gizmos, team-building games, cool Bible songs, and tasty 
experiences that you won’t want to miss. 

 

 The Christian Education committee is working to organize the adults and youth who will help to lead all 
of this wonderful creativity and invention that is Maker Fun Factory.  We are looking for a Tinker Tots pre-
school director, station leaders for singing, imagination station, KidVid Cinema, the Snack Factory, game makers, 
and Bible Discovery.   
 
 Crew leaders are needed to lead discussion and help crews of kids move from one area of exploration to 
another.  We will also need some people with a talent for using power tools as we have some very exciting 
“inventions” that will need to be made before VBS begins.  

 
If  you are interested in being in on the organization of  Vacation Bible School, please 

contact Lucinda Wood at either lwilsonwood3@gmail.com or 748-0647. 


