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No Longer Strangers… 
 
Lent is upon us.  Based on ancient Christian training for baptism, the season is still to be marked by renewed 

reflection on our spirituality.  In other words, asking ourselves, ‘how are we following Jesus?’  

 

Franciscan priest Richard Rohr notes that spirituality is not to encourage willfulness, but in fact willingness.   

Spirituality, he says, creates willing people who let go of their need to be first, to be right, to be saved, to be 

superior, and to define themselves as better than other people.  “The game is over and gone; and if you  

haven’t come to the willing level - ‘not my will, but your will be done,’ as Jesus says.”  

 

For centuries a central text to begin the Lenten journey has been Psalm 51.  “Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your steadfast love.”  Traditionally as Psalm penned by David, to hear this psalm offered as a 

prayer of David is to appreciate the radicality of God’s compassionate grace.  Ponder for a moment, David 

broke half of the Ten Commandments!  He coveted Bathsheba, his neighbor’s wife, stole her from her  

husband, committed adultery, lied about and then killed the husband.  

 

Yet despite the extent of his disobedience, and despite the fact that he had committed capital offenses, David 

was forgiven!  David put aside the willfulness that abused his power, confessed, and submitted to being a willing 

servant of God. 0 

 

As we begin this Lenten journey together around a new tradition for Chester, a Lenten wreath in worship 

(p.2), join me in a deeper reflection on the discipline it takes to set aside our self-centered willfulness, accept the 

compassionate mercy offered to all and put on a willingness to be followers of Christ. 

 

May you know a blessed Lent. 
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Ignite Update! 
 

Through February 17, $112,843 has been received 

from our commitments. A heartfelt word of grati-

tude to all who have begun meeting their pledge.  

Now is the time to start contributing toward your 

pledge, if you have not already done so.  

March 6, 7:00PM 

Lenten Wreath 
For many years, we have prepared ourselves for Christmas and the birth of 
Christ by including an Advent Wreath in our worship.  Lighting a candle each 
week helps us focus on the preparations we make throughout the Advent  
season.  This year we will use a wreath and candles during worship to help us 
move through Lent and prepare for the triumph of Easter. Instead of lighting a 
candle each week however, we will extinguish a candle, snuffing out one  
additional candle each week for the 5 weeks of Lent preceding Easter.  You will 
see that the wreath itself is a stark contrast to the Advent wreath, without greens 

and bare, with thorns.  The Easter Wreath then will be transformed with light, color, new life and the assurance that 
Christ has risen!  We look forward to seeing you in worship as we prepare ourselves to move from Christ’s crucifixion 
to Christ’s resurrection.  

Musical Notes by Jim Dorn 
 

On Tuesday, March 12 at 7:00P.M. in the sanctuary, there will be a concert with the ‘After Dinner Mints’ Brass 
Quintet, featuring Noah Mendoza, trumpet; Sebastian Ford, trumpet; Stephen Deren, horn; Tim Lopez,  
euphonium; and T.G. Burkes, tuba.  In May, these students from the VCU Department of Music, will travel to Carta-
gena, Colombia to perform and teach as part of the International Festival of Music.  At this concert, there will be an 
offering received to assist them in their travel expenses.  That evening, VCU students will also provide music at Grace 
Café.  The Brass Quintet will also be with us on Easter Sunday at the 11:00A.M. service!  
All are welcome to attend.   
 
On Tuesday, March 26 at 7:00P.M. in the sanctuary, there will be a concert with The Richmond Symphonic 
Winds, Iris Schwartz, Conductor.   This ensemble is now in their 25th season, and is comprised of over 30 members 
from throughout the region.  
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Christian Education 
 

The committee is exploring exciting possibilities for the upcoming months!  Following careful consideration the committee 
has put traditional VBS on sabbatical.  It has been increasingly difficult to recruit an adequate number of volunteers, with the 
result that we are closing our doors to potential participants, rather than opening them.  To be effective stewards of re-
sources, and explore new ways of meeting the VBS need, CE is exploring a weekly, intergenerational program to follow 
Grace Café.  There will be a special interest class for adults/parents, and age appropriate classes for children.  Look for more 
details next month. 

 
 

Have you ever thought what would it be like to be in Jerusalem centuries ago?  Long range, CE is developing a single day 
community event to bring the Jerusalem Marketplace to this corner next fall or spring.  Imagine stopping by the brick-
makers, where you and your child could make the same bricks the Israelites made for Pharaoh; make unleavened bread; herd 
goats outside the temple; cook a meal as first century Christians did; take a lesson at the synagogue school; and of course 
watch the money changers make change so you can buy local wares; there will also be races and other games that entertained 
children in ancient times.  Contact Lucinda Wood or Susan Mapes to join the team creating this dynamic event. 
 

Our new youth class led by Sally Noe and Tori Wood meets every Sunday. 

Staff  Contact 

Information 
 

804-748-4636 
 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator 

lcoghill@chesterpres.org 
 

James Dorn 

Director of Music 

jdorn@chesterpres.org 
 

Jim Gorin 

AWE Music Director 

jimgorin@gmail.com 
 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465, preschool@chesterpres.org 
 

Kathy Peebles 

Financial Secretary 

financial.sec@chesterpres.org 
 

Don Davidson 

Treasurer 

treasurer@chesterpres.org 
 

www.chesterpres.org 

Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

  Adult Christian Education offerings: 
 

A New Church for a New World, led by Heidi Campbell.  In this book, pastor 

and distinguished church leader John Buchanan reviews the history of the Chris-

tian community, examines the realities of the church worldwide, and looks forward 

to the future where a new church may be needed to meet the challenges of a new 

world. Buchanan describes changes impacting the church and invites Christians to 

be hopeful and look for signs of what God might be calling the church to be. A 

New Church for a New World is insightful, informative, and ideal for individual or 

group study. Meeting in the Pastors’ Gallery; started February 24. 
 

Psalms, Prayer and Praise, led by Dan and Beth Robbins. A continuing study to 

understand and use the Psalms today. This class meets in the 2nd floor conference 

room and new class members are always welcome to join the group. Continuing.  
 

 

Enjoy what our 1st-5th grade children say about Sunday School: 
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Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so much for your recent support of our fund 
raiser.  It allowed for us to send 5 of our current Confirma-
tion class and two adults to the Presbytery of the James 
Confirmation Retreat at Camp Hanover the weekend of 8-
10 February.  Gracie Farrell, Ella Harris, Jake Harris, CJ 
Milazzo, and Eliza Reed along with Cliff and Sally Noe 
enjoyed a great weekend of fellowship with approximately 
60 other Confirmands and adults from all over Virgin-
ia.  They enjoyed great food and time in large and small 
groups.  On Sunday, the five read the scripture as part of 
the Sunday worship service.  Returning on Sunday to lunch 
at CICI’s culminated the great weekend.  Again, thanks to 
all.                              -Cliff Noe 

 

Thank You, Church Family!   
 

With your generosity, more than $700 from 

stew sales will support the POJ Confirmation 

Retreat, and aid youth attending Massanetta and Montreat this 

summer.  Additionally, $469.71 and 26 food items were received 

in the annual Souper Bowl of Caring.  The food went to CPC’s 

Food Pantry; $469.71 to Chesterfield Food Bank.  This generosi-

ty was reported to the Souper Bowl of Caring site as part of the 

over $7 million as of Sunday night.  Again, our youth:  CJ and 

Kaleigh Milazzo, Eliza Reed, Catherine Hobbs, Tanner Kunkle, 

Ella and Jake Harris, Gracie Farrell and Avery Lodge thank you 

for your continued support of their activities.   

 
February Outreach 

 

Presbyterian Women made 190 Pillowcases to  be given  

to Bon Secours St Mary’s Pediatric Unit over the coming year. 

 

CPC Missions in February provided:   

          Grace Café meals:  463 through  February 21 

          Groceries to 7 families 

Welcomes you for Dinner  

Every Tuesday  

5:30 – 6:30P.M.  

For more information  
contact Cliff Noe, noetinman@verizon.net  

or 804-931-7894. 

Home  
Communion is 

available  
to sick or housebound  

members.  
Please contact Nancy Gefvert, 

804-768-7627 or  
nancy.gefvert@gmail.com. 

Lunch Bunch  
We gathers at the Sedona Taphouse in Colonial 
Heights on March 10, 12:30P.M. and hope you will be 
able to join us!  Bring someone new or come for the 
first time yourself for great food and welcoming 
friends!  As always, please let us know if you will join 
us so we can give the restaurant a close number!   
              - Marnie and Bob Brown, forestend@verizon.net 
 
    Taphouse address and phone:  
     Sedona Taphouse 
     435 Charles H Dimmock Pkwy 
     Colonial Heights 23834 
     804-930-8277 
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Up Close and Personal with 

Kim Hopkins 

  
“I’m in FULL-ON Mom mode,” was the reply 

when Kim Hopkins was asked how she spends 

her time away from her job as Director of our 

Preschool.  She and her husband, Rusty, have 

two adorable children, Sophie, age 9, and  

Derrick, age 2 ½.  Between them, and their 

golden retriever, they keep her on her toes. 

  

A lifetime resident of Chester, Kim was a 

cheerleader in middle school and active in the drama club at L. C. Bird.  Not really 

interested in performing, she devoted her time to the behind the scenes activities.  

Her parents also grew up in Chester, both having graduated from Thomas Dale.  

They were hard working folks and she  

modeled her strong work ethic after theirs.  While in high school, she worked part-time as a sales clerk at Hecht’s and 

worked part time at Great Coastal Express during the summers. 

  

She continued her education at Richard Bland College and graduated from VCU with degrees in Psychology and Business.  

Her part time work during college including a short term at the Tanning Salon in the heart of Chester (now Dunkin  

Donuts).  She soon realized she wanted to work in an area that would help people and utilize her psychology degree. She 

took a position with Chesterfield County Mental Health Department, initially working with group homes.  Eventually she 

became a job coach for the Chesterfield Employment Services (CES).  CES provides assistance to persons with disabilities 

in securing and keeping employment in the community.  While she loved her work, she knew she needed a job with more 

growth opportunities. 

  

For some 9 years she used her combined psychology and business skills working for Estes Express Lines.  Starting as a  

pricing analyst, she then took a position in the corporate marketing department, where she was the manager of employee 

communications, wrote training manuals, coordinated events and even did some public relations work for the company. 

  

In 2009, she and Rusty became the parents of Sophie and it was time to find work closer to home to allow her the time to 

be the kind of mother and wife she wanted to be.  When the position of Preschool Director came available in 2011, she 

started her career here at Chester Pres.  From bookkeeper, to nurse, to student recruiter to supply clerk, she loves her work 

and particularly her job supporting her wonderful teachers.  

 

When not working at the Preschool, she loves to cook, watch movies and take in plays and concerts (when time and baby 

sitters will allow).  Living very near her childhood home, she’s blessed to be able to help her parents when necessary. 

Silent Auction 

Presbyterian Women of CPC seek donations for a Silent  
Auction during the Women's Tea Sunday, March 17.   
Donations from plants to home decor, art, gift cards to area res-
taurants / stores etc. We ask that all donated items be new or like
-new condition. This event generates a lot of excitement and sub-
stantial funds for a local charity.  Please place your donated items 

in the blue plastic bin, labeled PW Tea, located in the hallway next to the playground 
door. Any questions, please contact Jana Wood at 796-9110 or dtwood2@verizon.net. 

Our Food Pantry     
 Needs Your Help!   

 

On average our church  

provides food for 3 to 5  

families per week.  We are  

currently in need of  

Ramen Noodle Soup, spaghetti 

sauce, chili, boxed potatoes/

stuffing, canned fruit, 

coffee/tea; and as  

always, $10 Kroger  

gift cards are needed and  

appreciated. 
 

Thank you for  
your generosity! 
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CPC Session In Review 
 

   February 17 stated meeting, approved: 
 
 

 2018 budget closed 

 2019 budget approved 

 General Assembly Statistical Report approved 

 Discussion of same-sex marriages; motion to  

approve tabled 

 Congregational meeting planned for March 3 to act 

on changes to the terms of call 

 May 5 designated as "Wills Emphasis Sunday" 

CHESTER  
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

3424 W Hundred Rd, 
Chester, VA  23831 

 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian Church is to:  
Deliver God’s Word.  Grow  in Faith.  

Serve All People. 

Theology on Tap  
                     March 20, 6:30PM  

Stone Brewery 
   4300 Williamsburg Rd, Richmond, VA  23231 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Food, fellowship and conversation at the intersection of life and faith. 

Men of  the Church    

  Men’s Breakfast  
 

March 2, 8:00A.M.    
 

Come out for a fun time, breakfast, fellowship, and Bible 
study.  For more details, contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  

Open Enrollment is going on now for the 2019/2020 school year!   

We offer a half-day program for children ages 2 ½ - 5 years old.  For more  

information, check out our website at cpcpreschool.org or call Kim Hopkins  

at 804-748-9465. 

CPC Yard Sale -  If you are cleaning out your 

cupboards, your closets, and those over-loaded  

basements and attics, and need a place to take your old 

treasures, please consider saving them for the CPC 

yard sale.   The sale will be held on April 27.   We will 

not be able to store the items until just before the sale, 

but keep us in mind!     

Attention men!   
 
It is once again time for the Women’s Annual Tea on 

Sunday, March 17 at 2pm (show time 1pm).  As in the 

past, our men will serve tea. 

Theme this year is St Patrick’s 

Day and we will have green 

armbands and bowties.    
 

Cliff Noe is assembling this 

year’s butler team.  Please  

let him know if you can  

be a butler:  
 

noetinman@verizon.net  

or 804-931-7894. 

mailto:noetinman@verizon.net

