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No Longer Strangers… 
 
Charles Dickens’ sweeping novel A Tale of Two Cities 

might never have been written because of a careless 

housekeeper.  

 

The model for Dickens’ classic tale was noted Scottish 

author Thomas Carlyle’s multi-volume history of the 

French Revolution.  Carlyle gave a completed draft of 

the first volume to his friend English philosopher John 

Stuart Mill.  He asked him to read and critique the  

work.  In Mill’s home the unthinkable happened; his 

housekeeper used Carlyle’s manuscript as kindling to 

start a fire.  

 

When Mill reported the devastating news, Carlyle turned 

pale.  Two years of his life were lost.  Thousands of 

long, lonely hours spent in writing had been wasted.  He 

could not imagine writing the book again.  He lapsed 

into a deep depression.  

 

Then one day while walking the city streets, Carlyle  

noticed a stone wall under construction.  He was  

transfixed.   That tall sweeping wall was being raised one 

brick at a time.  He realized that if he wrote one page at 

a time, one day at a time, he could write his book again. 

That is exactly what he did.  

 

When faced with seemingly impossible situations, we 

often see the wall and not the individual bricks; but  

taken day by day, task by task, the load is more  

manageable.  Jesus prayed, and taught us to pray, for 

daily bread.  It is a reminder not to worry about  

tomorrow, next week, or next year.  For God’s help 

comes day by day, step by step, on our journey of life. 

 

  Shalom, 

 
 

 

Congratulations, Graduates! 
 

The Class of 2018 will be recognized  
during 11:00A.M. worship and  
honored with a reception on  
Sunday, June 3 as we celebrate their  
accomplishments. Congratulations 
to all of our graduates on a job  
well done! 
    
High School Graduates 
 

Sonya Archer   Chesterfield County 

Shane Clements  Thomas Dale 

Blake Correa   Thomas Dale 

Tim Eischen   Matoaca 

Andy Fesperman  Thomas Dale 

Justin Roth   Thomas Dale 

Evan Wade   Matoaca 

     
Advanced Degree Graduates 
 

Jackie Lockhart Andretta Salem College 

 Bachelor of Arts in Political Science 

 Concentration in International Studies 
 

Craig Johnson          Christopher Newport University 

 Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry 

 Magna Cum Laude 
 

Rachel McDaniel  Virginia Tech 

 Bachelor of Science in Human Development 
  

 Caroline Pennell  Liberty University 

 Bachelor of Science in Business Administration:  

         Leadership 

 Summa Cum Laude 
 

Mary Elizabeth Reed  Columbia College 

 Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration 
  

Lauren Sherrill   Virginia Tech 

 Bachelor of Science in Accounting &  

 Information Systems 
 

Sarah C. Smith         Christopher Newport University 

  Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing  

               and Management 
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MUSICAL NOTES by Jim Dorn 

 
A hearty thank you to the members of our CHANCEL CHOIR for their  
dedication and hard work this past year!  During the summer we will record the 
Christmas Carol Pueri concinite, with our boy soprano, Jayden Robbins, with the 
hopes of sharing this through our website.  Stay tuned for further information, and 
thank you in advance to Mark Entwistle for his assistance in recording. 
 
Summer Choir will begin in June!  All are welcome, and there are no Thursday 
rehearsals.  The first two Sunday mornings, June 3 and 10, we will meet in the  
Sanctuary for rehearsal at 10:15 and sing for the 11:00 Service.  Beginning on Sunday, June 17, we will rehearse at 
9:15 in the sanctuary, and then sing for the 10:00 service. 
 
JOYFUL NOISE rehearsals will continue through Sunday, June 10.  I wish thank you for sharing your angelic voic-
es, and also gratitude to the parents and grandparents for their support and assistance. 
 
I also wish to thank the choir members, and many others, for their support and assistance in presenting the many 
concerts this past year, including:  The VCU Trombone Choir; The Richmond Brass and Percussion Consort; The 
Richmond Symphonic Winds; The Howitzer Brass; and last, but not least – Adam Dorn, violin with Chan Mi Jean, 
piano.  There were beautiful posters for each of these concerts designed by Linn Coghill; there were many hands who 

rearranged the Sanctuary furniture and then reset it following the concerts; sev-
eral kind souls who served as greeters; and also Warren Trevvett, who recorded 
these performances.  I am deeply indebted and grateful to all; and many guests 
specifically commented on the gracious welcome they received at CPC! 
 
Save the date:  Tuesday, July 3 at 7:00P.M.  Richmond Brass and Percussion 
Consort annual Concert in Honor of America 
 

Welcomes you  

for Dinner  

Every Tuesday  

5:30 – 6:30P.M.  

Theology on Tap! 

 

 
Food, fellowship and conversation at the  

intersection of  life and faith. 
Wednesday, June 20, 7:30P.M. 

Trapezium, 423 3rd Street, Petersburg 

Summer Worship schedule starts June 17. 
 

Intergenerational church school at 9:00A.M. in the fellowship hall. 
 

Worship at 10:00A.M. in the sanctuary. 
 

Lemonade on the Lawn after worship. 



3 

Summer Tradition Returns! 
 
Lemonade and cookies will be served each Sunday beginning June 10. That day stay 
after the 11:00A.M. worship service, and June 17 – August 26 following 10:00A.M. 
worship.  Church members will host.  Take this opportunity to fellowship with your 
CPC friends. 

"Thank you.”   Those two words do not cover the amount of 

gratitude in our hearts for a very successful CPC yard sale.   From 

the formation of the planning committee, to the picking-up of the 

bits of paper on the floor as the last load went to the ROC thrift 

store,  we were supported, helped, encouraged and inspired by so 

many of this wonderful church family in the pulling off of one 

heck of a yard sale. The Christian Education and Property Com-

mittees are extremely grateful for the response we received from 

the congregation.  The fellowship hall was overflowing with great 

items, and most were sold.   The money collected will go to address 

pressing building needs, and for supplies and books for upcoming 

programs and classes for both children and adults.   

                - DT Wood, Lucinda Wood, Jude Osborne 

Lunch Bunch 
  

June 10, 1:00P.M., we will gather at Tazza Kitchen  

Alverser Plaza for lunch.  We hope you will join 

us for some summer chatter and good food!  

Bring someone new—or just come yourselves.  

We'd love to see you!  As always, please let us 

know if you will be joining us, so we can give the 

restaurant a number on the Friday before we 

meet.  If you'd like to ride with someone, let us 

know and we will make arrangements!  Tazza 

Kitchen at Alverser Plaza, 804-415-6224.  See  

you there!   

                                     -Bob and Marnie Brown 

Confirmation 
 

Congratulations to this year's Confirmation class:  

Ryan Barlow, Chase Fesperman, Will Burkey, Abby 

Fesperman, , and Skylar Middleton, who completed 

their journey of faith on May 19 by presenting their 

Personal Faith Statements before the Session and then 

publicly professing their faith at 11:00 am worship on 

May 20.  Their Personal Faith Statements are on dis-

play in the fellowship hall.  
 

Many thanks to those who helped them on their jour-

ney.  The Confirmation Ministry Team, Cliff Noe and 

Roger Clifton; and the Confirmands' Mentors, Steve 

Entwistle, Brad Peebles, Sally Noe, Mike Rose, and 

Diana Martyn. 
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Our Food Pantry needs your help!   

 

On average our church  provides food for  3-5 families per week.  Following are June’s “foods of the week.”  As 
always, $10 Kroger cards are needed and appreciated.  Thank you! 

  

 6/3 Canned Fruit 

 6/10 Hamburger Helper / Mac and Cheese 

 6/17 Cereal 

 6/24 Pasta Sauce / Pasta 

Adult Christian Education 
 

The Protestant Reformations by Donald K McKim:  led by Brad Peebles, this class continues through June 
10 and meets in the 2nd Fl CR. 

 

Remember  

Make your amazon.com  

purchases through  

AmazonSmile.   

When you select  

Chester Presbyterian Church 

as your desired  

charitable  recipient,  
 

Amazon will  

donate  

1/2 of 1% of purchases  

to the church! 
 

Our unique charity link:  

https://smile.amazon.com/

ch/47-3201660  

. . . is now enrolling for the 2018/2019 school year!  We offer a half-day socialization and educational program  

for children ages 2 ½ - 5.  Please visit our website at cpcpreschool.org for more details; or contact  

Kim Hopkins at 804-748-9465 or preschool@chesterpres.org. 

Learning God’s Stories Together, Again 
 

Last summer, the Christian Education committee tried  

something new:  intergenerational Sunday school.  It was a  

wonderful success with different generations learning from each 

other.  This summer Christian Education is going to continue 

with the series we started last year.  We will start with “Food for 

the Journey” as we explore topics like Martha learning about 

food, the Last Supper, preparing for the journey across the de-

sert, and Dorcas and Anna. The summer will end looking at  

bullies with topics like Samson and Delilah, David and Goliath, and Saul learning 

about Jesus. 

 

Like last summer, we are looking for families to host different weeks.  Summer Sun-

day School will begin on June 17 and will be on Sundays from 9:00 to 9:45 until Au-

gust 26.  We will provide you with a family-friendly version of the Bible story along 

with a long list of activities that go with the story.  If you are interested in teaching a 

week, please contact Lucinda Wood at lwilsonwood3@gmail.com. 

 

Whether you want to host a Sunday or just want to have a wonderful Sunday school  

experience, plan on attending Summer Sunday School beginning June 17 in the  

fellowship hall! 
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CHESTER PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

3424 W Hundred Rd 

Chester, VA  23831 
 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian 
Church is to:  Deliver God’s Word.   
Grow  in  Faith.  Serve All People. 

CPC Session in Review 

      At the May 19 meeting, the Session: 
 

 Approved Worship committee’s recommendation to move to 
summer worship schedule, June 17 through September 12 

 Approved formation of a task force made up of a member of 
each committee to plan Rally Sunday 

 Approved Finance committee’s recommendation to renew 
promissory loan for 2 years 

 Heard and accepted the faith statements of members of the 
2018 confirmation class:  Ryan Barlow, Will Burkey, Abby 
Fesperman, Chase Fesperman and Skylar Middleton. 

 
 
 

          Welcome to VBS  

                at Chester  

       Presbyterian Church! 

VBS 2018 

July 16-20           9:00AM - 12:00PM 

At Rolling River Rampage VBS, your children will discover an interactive, energizing, Bible-based program 
that will give them an opportunity to experience the ride of a lifetime with God.  Your children will become 
Rafters and explore how to serve God and God's mission for their lives.  Bible stories, music, science,  
recreation and a tasty snack each day will equip the Rafters for an active life with God. 

We welcome potty-trained children age 3 through children who have completed Grade 5. 
 

Online Registration is open through June 17.  
 

on our website or Facebook page or use the link below. 
https://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/chesterpresbyterianchurch 

 
 
  Suggested donation of $10 per child (checks payable to Chester Presbyterian Church with VBS in Memo    
  line) may be mailed to VBS at Chester Presbyterian Church; 3424 W Hundred Rd; Chester, VA 23831; or 
  delivered to church office marked VBS 2018. 
 

Volunteers:  We welcome adult and youth volunteers (youth who will be in grades 7-12 Fall 2018) and request that  
all volunteers complete the online form, including specific questions related to youth. 
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Staff Contact Information 

804-748-4636 

 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor 

gmapes@chesterpres.org 

 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator 

lcoghill@chesterpres.org 

 

James Dorn 

Director of Music 

jdorn@chesterpres.org 

 

Jessie Partridge Cooke 

CE Intern 

Christian.ed@chesterpres.org 

 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 

 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465, preschool@chesterpres.org 

 

Sandra Walker 

Financial Secretary 

financial.sec@chesterpres.org 

 

www.chesterpres.org 

Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

 CPC Stephen Ministers  
 
 

 . . . are members in our congregation who listen, care, encourage, and  

provide emotional and spiritual support to our CPC Family who may be  
going through a crisis or difficult time.  If you would like to request a  
Stephen Minister, please contact Gordon Mapes (804-748-4636) or  

Marnie Brown (804-530-3580). 

Your request will remain confidential. 

Men of  the Church 
    

  Men’s Breakfast  
June 9 

8:00A.M.    
 

Come out for a fun time,  
breakfast, fellowship, and  

Bible study.   

 
For more details,  
contact Cliff Noe,  

noetinman@verizon.net  

The future of ministry on this corner is  
in your hands! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Review CPC’s planned giving brochure today. 

Home Communion  
is available  

 

to sick or housebound members.  
 

 

Please contact Nancy Gefvert,  
804-768-7627 or  

nancy.gefvert@gmail.com. 

          
 

         Deacons’ Corner 
 

My Daily Prayer 
 

The hour that I treasure most is when the day is new, 

Before the rush comes crowding in with tasks that I must do. 

As I humbly kneel in prayer, all fears and worries cease; 

There is no other time I know that brings this inner peace. 

I thank God for his blessings and seek forgiveness, too, 

For there are wrongs that I have done, and good I failed to do. 

I ask his guidance for my day on pathways old and new, 

That I’ll be kind to those I meet in all I say and do. 

I pray for each dear loved one and place them in his care; 

I pray all men will live as brothers in places everywhere. 

And should it seem that no one cares and I am feeling blue, 

It’s then I hear his voice so sweet, “My child, I still love you.” 

When the day draws to a close I give thanks for all that’s been 

And ask that he’ll keep watch o’er me 

Till morning comes again.  No need have I for counting sheep, 

I’m in the Shepherd’s care; 

What peace is ours when we begin and end each day with prayer. 

            -Kay Hoffman, Salesian Missions Publication 

 

 

Answer when I call, my saving God 

In my troubles, You cleared a way; 

Show me favor; hear my prayer. 

  Psalm 4:1 


