Newsletter of Chester Presbyterian Church
No Longer Strangers…
A few stories:
Each first Sunday in worship we celebrate the sacrament of communion. A sign and
seal of our communion with the risen Christ, it is also a joyful reminder of the
acceptance and community Jesus offered in his earthly ministry as he shared meals
with folks of every walk of life. Recently in worship, as I shared the words that
invite us all to the table, one young member of our faith community proclaimed
for all to hear, “Oh Boy! Communion!” Now that’s a great attitude for approaching
the table.
The other night at Grace Cafe I said hello to a couple of sisters who take part in our
After School Tutor program. When I said “Two weeks until tutoring!” Their eyes
lit up and smiling they clapped and shouted “Yippee!”
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Who is that winter bird?
Have you ever noticed that with just a
glance and sometimes from a great
distance you can identify your family
and friends, regardless of the color of
clothes they wear. You can
identify and enjoy seeing birds the
same way by: where they are, what
they are doing, how they move, the
shape of their silhouette, and the
sounds they make.

Join us the evening of February 9 in
the fellowship hall for pictures and
Once again January snow days threw parents for a loop. After several days of school
sounds; and the morning of February
cancellations some wise ladies offered a few hours respite for homebound children
and weary parents. Through social media they sent out word that for a couple hours 10 for a winter birding trip tailored to
one afternoon they would host a “play date” in our fellowship hall. The FB photos the group. Experienced birders, novtell the tale of a room full of happy, engaged children!
ices, and I-wish-I-coulders alike can
explore and learn winter birds of
The other Sunday I had an office voicemail. The caller said he had some hams he
wanted to give us. He said he had heard about Grace Café and that he bought some Chester in backyards and Henricus
Park. Fowl (pun intended) weather
hams at a steep discount so that he could give them to us. Monday he showed up
makeup or participant overflow is
with ten large, bone-in hams. Because he thought vegetables should go with the
hams to make a proper meal, he also donated several cases of canned vegetables.
February 16, 17.
Some of you are aware that at Grace Café there is a table of folks who sit together
every week. They have been sitting together since the Café opened in October of
2015. Before that first night, they had never met!
Over Thanksgiving and Christmas, 30 Curtis Elementary families received holiday
meals from our faith community. That is on top of the 50 meals provided through
CCHASM.
These are brief snapshots of the dozens of transformational relationships that occur
on and from this corner every week. They happen because you care, you get involved and you give. Because of such commitments, I invite every member to
February’s First Sunday Fellowship lunch following the 11:00 service. The session
has rescheduled our annual congregational meeting for February 25, so following the
meeting of the corporation, there will be a town hall meeting to hear an update on
the 2018 budget and to learn how God may continue these stories.
Shalom,

Sign up is required to ensure adequate
supplies and guides. You can sign up
by contacting Brad Peebles
at brad12201@gmail.com or
calling/texting 804-310-5724.

Finance
GREAT NEWS!!!!! CPC has closed out the 2017 financial year with a
surplus of $12,758. We started 2017 with an unbalanced budget and a
projected shortfall of $62,633. Our 2017 Budget was a Budget of
Faith. Thankful Tuesday raised $20,000. The 2016 Miracle on This
Corner raised $22,000 beyond the money needed to complete all the
designated projects. Session approved using all of these funds to reduce
the deficit. One couple in the congregation made a very generous donation to erase the remaining budget deficit. Thank you.
God has blessed our Church on This Corner. The Finance
committee wishes to thank each person who helped with the fundraising
projects and each person who donated money to the church. May the
Lord bless you and keep you.

When it comes to caring for God’s future
ministry On This Corner, are your …

February 14, 7:00PM
Sanctuary
CPC’s Planned Giving Brochure is available in the narthex.

On January 21, 6 youth traveled to Camp Hanover for
Youth Days!! We learned some new games that we can't wait to
share with the rest of the youth at church, and we enjoyed S'mores
by the campfire with other local churches.
We are planning for Youth Sunday!!! We need all hands on deck
to help up us create a fun, worshipful service. Youth Sunday will
be March 11. Please plan on attending youth group, where we
work on our ideas for the service.
Looking Forward:
February 4 - Souper Bowl for Caring
April 14-15 - Middle School Retreat

March 11 - Youth Sunday

Musical Notes from Jim Dorn
New members are welcome and needed in all of our choirs! The Chancel Choir rehearses
on Thursday evenings at 7:30pm in the Trevvett Music Room 213, and is especially in need
of Altos. On Sundays, they meet in the Chancel at 10:15am and sing for the 11:00am
service. The AWE Singers rehearse on the FIRST THURSDAY of the month at 6:30pm
in the Robing Room. On Sundays, they meet at 8:05am in the Fellowship Hall, where they
sing for the 8:45am Service. JOYFUL NOISE rehearses on Sunday mornings at 9:30am
in the Trevvett Music Room 213. They will sing for both services on Sunday, February 11;
and on Sunday, March 18. On Palm Sunday, March 25, all children of the parish are invited to participate in the Procession with Palms at the beginning of the 11:00am service.
We shall present several concerts this spring in our acoustically resplendent sanctuary; dates are being negotiated!
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Thank you
Thank you! Thank you!
Many thanks to all of you who
came out on a cold, snowy day to
help the Strengthening & Fellowship committee take down Christmas decorations on January 6. Your
help was most appreciated! Many
hands made light work for all!

Dear CPC,
Thank you for participating in
Ronald McDonald House’s pop
top collection program. The money we receive for recycling them
helps us continue to provide a
home away from home to out-oftown families with children being
treated at local area medical facilities. We thank you for thinking of
us and we are grateful for your
support.
Best wishes,
RMHC Staff

To my church family, I say thank you. Thank
you for your prayers, your cards, your visits and
your material support. It has been one year and
one month since I was diagnosed with
appendiceal cancer. I just returned from the
Houston M. D. Anderson Cancer Center and
to say the least my oncologist is giddy with the
results of my recent blood tests. Those tests
and most importantly the liver function tests
are good and in normal ranges or close enough that we don't worry. (Just
about everyone on the planet operates in the close enough range for something) He and I are most excited about a blood chemical marker for cancer
in adults. The CEA marker value should be between 0 and 5 for
adults. Mine has been as high as 3800 but most recently has fallen from
2420 to 1258 to 215. The battle is not over but as the doctor said, "Your
cancer is not getting any worse." Yeaaaaaa!!!!!!
I know that I am not at 100% but I feel good and am getting stronger. I
still fly to Houston every two weeks for testing and immunotherapy treatment and hope this research program results in a cure for me and others
with similar cancers. Thank you for your continued care, your prayers, and
your help.
Brad Peebles

Dear Chester Presbyterian,
Thank you so much for all that you do with the
backpack program. Your generosity towards our
families is greatly appreciated!
Thank you!
Gena Lashley, MCES

Deacon’s Corner:

Simple Steps to Develop a Spiritual Life
Set aside at least a few quiet minutes every day to say a prayer.
Think of five ways that you can improve the conditions of those around you.
Practice finding the good in others and in difficult situations.
Love others not just in words or thoughts but through the generosity of actions.
Humbly accept and honor the concept of your relatively smaller place within a greater and bigger universe.
Spend at least an hour during the day focusing on good thoughts and positive energy.
Release anger and grudges you still have in your heart from past misdeeds.
Make a practice of doing good things for others on a regular basis.
Ask others about their struggles and triumphs. Make a real investment in the lives and
well-being of those around you.
Recognize that there is a higher force in your life. While you may not be able to see, define,
or touch it, recognize its presence and vast capabilities.
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Adult Christian Education
New adult CE classes February 18 through March 25, 9:45—10:45A.M.

Illuminating Lent by Donald K. McKim
This study deepens faith and enhances knowledge through the exploration of the
Lord's Prayer. Each session examines a part of the prayer, its theological
understandings, and what it means for Reformed Christians in practical ways
during Lent.

The Church and Politics by David True
Throughout history, the church has found itself in the midst of different societies and cultures. So the church has
always had to reflect on how it views and participates in government and political
processes. In the United States, the Reformed and Presbyterian traditions have
faced these issues and responded in various ways. This study will consider the Bible and Politics, Reformed Politics, Politics American Style, and other dimensions
of justice, responsibility, and democracy. It helps us focus on these important issues which continue to be vital for Christian faith.

Attention all current 6th, 7th, and 8th Graders!
Massanetta Middle School Conference parent/youth meeting in the upstairs Confirmation room 214 on Sunday,
Feb 11 at 10:30 am. If you are interested in attending an outstanding summer program at an awesome place, then come find
out more about it! A deposit of $100.00 will be requested at this meeting for those desiring to go. Total cost is $370/person
Our Christian Educator, Jessie Cooke is this year’s coordinator and will be conducting the meeting. For additional information, please contact her at jessieannepartridge@gmail.com

Youth Camperships
The Chester Presbyterian Women have limited available funds to assist CPC youth interested
in attending summer programs at Massanetta Springs, Montreat and Camp Hanover. The
Presbyterian Women realize that expenses may prohibit youth from experiencing these wonderful programs and want to help!
If your child is interested in attending a summer program and would like to be considered for
campership funding, please send a request to Jana Wood, PW Treasurer, at
dtwood2@verizon.net or call 796-9110

Our Food Pantry needs your help!
On average our church provides food for 3-5 families per week. Following are November’s “foods of the
week.” As always, $10 Kroger cards are needed and appreciated. Thank you!
2/4
2/11
2/18
2/25

Coffee / Tea
Peanut Butter / Jelly
Canned Fruit
Hamburger Helper / Mac and Cheesse
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CPC Session in Review
Highlights from the meeting of the session,
January 21, 2018:

CHESTER
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
3424 W Hundred Rd
Chester, VA 23831



Welcomed to CPC membership Leslie Matthews and
Aubrey Desportes.



Approved moving “Teller Room” to Room 203.



Approved changing date of Congregational meeting to
February 25 and conducting a Town Hall meeting on
February 4.



Implementation of Child Abuse/Sexual Abuse policy
will take place over the next 12 months.



Wendy Wellener and Michael Harrah will be
commissioners to February POJ meeting at Grace
Covenant Church February 17.

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian
Church is to:
Deliver God’s Word. Grow in
Faith. Serve All People.

Remember

Home Communion
is available

to make your
amazon.com purchases through

to sick or housebound
members.

AmazonSmile.

Please contact Nancy Gefvert,
804-768-7627 or
nancy.gefvert@gmail.com.

Welcomes you
for Dinner
Every Tuesday
5:30 – 6:30P.M.
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When you select
Chester Presbyterian Church as your
desired charitable
recipient, Amazon will
donate
1/2 of 1% of purchases
to the church!
Our unique charity link:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/473201660

Lunch Bunch

Join us for a 'hearty' and' heartfelt' time together on Feb 11, 12:30 at Kabuki Japanese restaurant in the
Wal-Mart shopping center on Rte 10. We'll be 'heartily' glad to see you and hope you will bring a friend-or join us for the first time. It's only a 'heartbeat' away, so let us know if you'll be joining us!
See you then!
-Bob & Marnie

It’s Pillowcase Time Again!
Calling all Ladies, (but the men can help too)!
Can you use a pair of scissors? Can you handle an iron? Do you have a sewing machine?
Have you used a ruler to measure? Well if you can do any one of these, you are needed on
February 10, 10 AM to 2 PM for the third annual Pillowcase Construction Project.
Last year the group of ladies who started in Jan of 2017 with fabric and scissors provided
100 pillowcases for the Pediatric patients admitted to Bon Secours St Mary’s Hospital. Starting on December 1 until
they were gone, each child admitted to the hospital or who came into the Pediatric
emergency department, received a pillowcase. Hoping to be a positive piece of the
child’s hospital experience. We need your help. Your hands-on time on the 10th, as well
as fabric. Woven cotton is preferred by the hospital staff. It takes ¾ yard of fabric A and
¼ yard of fabric B to make one pillowcase.
If you cannot join us but would like to contribute fabric or toward the fabric, It would be
so appreciated.
Please Contact Kathy Peebles 804-310-5720 or Sally Noe 804-931-6146

Men of the Church
Men’s Breakfast February 3, at 8:00A.M.
Come out for a fun time, breakfast, fellowship, and Bible study.
For more details, contact
Cliff Noe, noetinman@verizon.net

Planned changes in the CARITAS shelter
program are occurring faster than originally anticipated,
particularly for the adult male program. Starting on
March 3, 2018, all single males will be hosted at the CARITAS shelter at the Healing Place on Dinwiddie Ave in
Richmond, off Commerce Road near the Caritas Furniture
Bank. The female and family programs will follow suit by
year end.

That means that the guests will NOT be coming to Chester Presbyterian this year as has been the case for the last
17 years. The Healing Place provides 200 meals daily in
addition to [now] housing overnight guests. There will
still be many opportunities for us to help those men that Caritas is housing. We have
been encouraged by CARITAS to provide a meal for 200 at least one night during the
time they were to be here at Chester, i.e. the last week of March and first week of
April. Cliff Noe has offered to coordinate this, so please contact him directly if you
can help. There will also be opportunities for members to go to the shelter for fellowship. The Mission Committee is working with CARITAS to determine the most critical
needs and how CPC can best keep the long-standing relationship with Caritas.
Thank you for everything you have done through the years to make this program work
so well at CPC. Please be open to new possibilities as we look to support these men.
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Staff Contact Information
804-748-4636
Gordon B. Mapes, III
Pastor, gmapes@chesterpres.org
Linn Coghill
Membership Coordinator, lcoghill@chesterpres.org
James Dorn
Director of Music, jdorn@chesterpres.org
Jessie Partridge Cooke
CE Intern, Christian.ed@chesterpres.org
Jacqueline Poliquin
Church Administrator, office@chesterpres.org
Kim Hopkins
Preschool Director
748-9465, preschool@chesterpres.org
Sandra Walker
Financial Secretary, financial.sec@chesterpres.org
www.chesterpres.org
Office Hours: 9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M.

