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No Longer Strangers… 
 

“Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers for by doing so 
some people have entertained angels without knowing 
it.” (Hebrews 13:2)  
 

The drama of Mary and Joseph looking for hospitality in Beth-
lehem begs the question of how we extend hospitality. Nativity 
pageants most often seem to depict the innkeeper either as si-
lent witness or advertising vacancy with the single word, “NO!” 
The proof in the pudding, however, they were given shelter, 
and were safe from the elements. 
 

In the spirit of the unknown innkeeper whose ounce of hospi-
tality comes down through the ages, I want to encourage us to 
grow in our welcoming. Inside this newsletter is a brief article 
reminding us to wear nametags. Wearing your name is a great 
start. Picking yours up from the board, or making one each 
week is a great icebreaker.  Just yesterday I had a delightful chat 
with two visiting grandchildren as they decorated and crafted 
their nametags. Wearing a nametag is a simple act, but it says 
much. It really is effective when a newcomer wants to ask a 
question to see you are a member and to know your name. It 
also helps to get to know other members. 
 

To really welcome people, however, we need to focus outward 
and get away from this corner. A few weeks ago Pete Lehman 
shared how invitations he received over the years welcomed 
him to CPC and then welcomed him into new avenues of min-
istry. The key to welcoming is invitation. All studies have 
shown that the reason people come to church is someone per-
sonally invited them. I often ask, “Where do you worship?” At 
Grace Café, preschool gatherings or concert introductions, I 
will close with the invitation, “If you do not have a church 
home, you are welcome here.” Folks appreciate being invited. 
Even if the answer is “no thank you.” They feel good that you 
would want to include them.  
 

With concerts, the Nativity pageant and auction, worship and 
Grace Café, December is full of opportunities for you to share 
your witness to the Christ child by inviting and welcoming 
someone to visit CPC. 
 
  Merry Christmas, 
 

 

 

"Away In A Manger" 
 

. . .  a silent auction featuring a collection of close to 50 in-

ternational Nativity sets, will be held in the fellowship hall 

Saturday, December 16, 3:00 - 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, De-

cember 17, 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  This collection is for 

"children" of all ages and winners will notified beginning 

1:00 p.m. Sunday, December 17.  Refreshments and musical 

entertainment will be provided during the auction following 

the pageant.  Proceeds will benefit music programs and 

budget needs of CPC. 
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Musical Notes from Jim Dorn 
 

An enthusiastic and appreciative crowd enjoyed the November 
12 concert of the VCU Trombone Choir and Friends.   
Eighteen trombones plus guitar, trumpet/flugelhorn, double 
bass and drum set presented music from the Renaissance 
through the modern/contemporary era, including Eric Clapton, 
and jazz!  Guest soloist was the world-renowned  
Harry Watters, trombone.  Prior to the concert, the VCU Jazz 
Quartet entertained at Grace Café. 
 

Unfortunately, due to a scheduling conflict at VCU, the concert 
scheduled for Tuesday, December 5, has been postponed until 
the New Year. 
 

The annual Children’s Christmas Pageant is Sunday, December 
17, during the 11:00am service.  Rehearsal will be in the sanctu-
ary on Saturday morning, December 16, at 9:30am, concluding 
with pizza by noon.  Jana Wood has again graciously agreed to 
organize and lead this event, and parents/grandparents are 
needed for supervision, as costume assistants, and to help with 
Saturday refreshments.   That weekend there will also be a  
display and sale of Nativity Crèches in the fellowship hall. 
 
 

 

The Importance of  Name Tags 
 

Every Sunday when you arrive at Church, you have the opportunity to wear a name 
tag.  You can make one from the box of blanks that are attached to the name tag 
board.  Or you can take your pre-made or permanent name tag off the board where 
it has waited for you all week! 
 
Some of you may opt out of this experience … but our hope is that the majority of 
our people at our services will decide to wear a name tag.  Members, children and 
visitors.  Why?   
Because we think that 
it is important to know 
names. 
 
In John 10:3, Jesus 
describes the 
Good Shepherd as one 
that “…calls his own 
sheep by name…”  In 
Psalms 147:4 it states  
“He counts the stars 
and calls them all by 
name.”  Surely if 
names are important to God, shouldn’t they be important to us? 
 
Names are important for identifying the story of how God is at work in our lives. 
How can we care for God’s people if we don’t know their names? It’s critically im-
portant that we help our people with this first step of getting to know each other.  
 
So please take a few minutes each week to stop and make a name tag.  Find a tag 
with your favorite fish logo and write your first and last name. And store it on the 
name tag board to use when you return! 

 

Tuesday, December 12 

at 7:30P.M., the  
 

RICHMOND BRASS & 

PERCUSSION CONSORT  
 

. . .will present a Christmas Con-

cert in the Sanctuary.  This  

ensemble of 20 instrumentalists, is 

under the direction of George 

Tuckwiller; and as in their Patriotic 

Concert that was so well received 

at CPC last July, Dr. Lisa Edward-

Burrs, Soprano, will again be a 

guest soloist!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are invited to attend; there is no 

charge for admission, but a non-

perishable food item for our local pantry 

will be received.  
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Lunch Bunch Pot-Luck and Parade!  
 

Our December Lunch Bunch gathering is a Pot-Luck meal at the church on December 10, right after worship 
(2nd Floor Conference Room).  THEN...at 2:00P.M., we will go outside and watch the Chester Christmas Pa-
rade as they pass by on Route 10. Bring something to eat and a chair if you'd like to sit down outside! 

 

If you have never joined us for Lunch Bunch, we'd love to include you!  Or if you know  
anyone (church member or neighborhood friend) who would like to see the parade, please 
invite them to join us!!.  Please let Marnie know what you will be bringing to the Pot-Luck, so 
we have something other than salad to eat!!  And many thanks to Brita Simmons for suggest-
ing the Pot-Luck and Parade afternoon!!  Looking forward to seeing everyone!!    
 

                                            -Bob & Marnie 

I would like to thank each of you 
for your prayers, cards, phone 
calls and visits during my recent 
hospitalization and recovery 
from a broken leg.  I have since 
made good progress and once 
again look forward to seeing you 
in church. 
        Thanks, 
        Bud Wilson 

With God’s grace my surgery was 
successful and without incident.  
Wrapped in the prayer shawl gave 
me peace in the knowledge that 
God and my friends at Chester 
Presbyterian are always with me. 
 With love, 
 Susan Hendler 

Dear CPC Family, 
      

Thank you so much for keeping 
Roger Bothe on your prayer list.  It 
meant very much to us and we 
know it helped get Roger back to 
good health. 
 

     He began seeing a new doctor 
in Charlottesville a few months ago 
and has been improving ever since.  
We are so thankful.  Take good 
care. 
 Sincerely, 
 Melinda and Ned Bothe 

Dear CPC Family, 
 

Thank you for all your prayers, 
cards, phone calls, and visits during 
Bobby’s recent surgery. 
He is on the mend and starting to 
be back on the move. 
 

It meant so much knowing that 
prayers were offered and positive 
thoughts were lifted up. 
 

         With much gratitude, 
         Bobby and Liz Johnson 

Deacon’s Corner:  The Christmas Story according to Luke 
 

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth into Judea, unto the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem . . . To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
 

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 
 

And she brought forth her first born son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
 

And, lo the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round them:  and they were sore afraid. 
 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. 
 

And this shall be a sign unto you:  Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 
 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men.                                      Luke 2:4-14 
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Our Food Pantry needs your help!   

On average our church  provides food for  3-5 families per week.  Following are November’s “foods of the 
week.”  As always, $10 Kroger cards are needed and appreciated.  Thank you! 

 

12/3 Beans (Baked, Black, etc.) 

12/10 Toilet Paper / Paper Towels 

12/17  Ramen Noodles 

12/24  Canned Soup 

12/31 Canned Vegetables 

 

Chester Church Family – Grace Café Need:   
 

December 26, The GC Committee voted to simplify the meal to be just pizza, dessert and drinks.  We are looking for five 

volunteers to serve this meal (pizza will be provided already cooked and ready to serve) and to set up (tables/chairs) and fix 

drinks.  If you normally are unable to do a GC meal, but might be available on the 26th, please let Cliff Noe know by  

December 17 and he will go over details.  noetinman@verizon.net or 804-931-7894. 

December 3, 10, 17, 24, 31: Illuminating Advent - Adults are invited 

to join with the youth and children for an intergenerational look at the 

season of  Advent.  Through the blessed themes of Advent:  hope, 

love, joy, and peace.  Illuminating Advent invites you to connect with this 

sacred season.  We will also explore the meaning and mystery of 

Christmas and Epiphany.  Facilitators for this series include Jessie Par-

tridge Cooke, Lamar Lockhart, Cliff Noe and others. The class will 

meet in the fellowship hall. The classes on December 3, 10, 17 and 31 

will begin at 9:45 AM. The December 24th class will begin at 9:00AM 

(Worship at 10:00AM). 
 

 

 

You spoke and we listened.  Beginning January 6, Dan Robbins and Lamar Lockhart will provide opportunities 

for further exploration of adult curriculums introduced this past fall. Both classes will run for 6 more weeks. 
 

 

Dan Robbins will continue his series on Faith and Science. For Reformed  

Christians, science is both promising and provocative. It raises tough questions 

about how God creates, what it means to be human, and where technology will take 

us next. This study invites participants to rejoice in the wonder of creation seen 

through science and to grapple honestly with new challenges it presents to our faith. 

This class will run for 6 weeks. 
 

 

Lamar Lockhart will expand his presentation on Understanding your Muslim 

Neighbors. The course, based on three main scriptures: Genesis 17:2 (God’s cove-

nant with Abraham), Genesis 17:19 (God’s covenant with Isaac) and Genesis 21:18 

(God’s covenant with Ishmael), will feature information from videos, community 

leaders, student speakers and other guests. 
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CHESTER  

PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

 

3424 W Hundred Rd 

Chester, VA  23831 

 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian 
Church is to: 

Deliver God’s Word.  Grow in 
Faith.  Serve All People. 

CPC Session in Review 
 

November Session Highlights 
 

    In November the Session met with the following outcomes: 

 Began with worship and dinner served by CE  
committee. 

 113 stewardship commitments; total $387,790. 

 Undesignated Christmas Eve offering will be used in 2018 for  
walk- ins / emergency missions. 

 Heard report of Diaconate’s new ministry instituting  
"Member-at-Large" program to increase care-giving  
at Grace Café and on Sundays. 

 Discussed effective worship opportunities.  

 

Remember  
to make your  

amazon.com purchases through  

AmazonSmile.   
 

When you select  
Chester Presbyterian Church as your 

desired charitable  
recipient, Amazon will  

donate  
1/2 of 1% of purchases  

to the church! 
 

Our unique charity link:  
 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/47-
3201660  

Home Communion 
is available  

 
to sick or housebound  

members.  

 
 

Please contact Nancy Gefvert,  
804-768-7627 or  

nancy.gefvert@gmail.com. 

   Men of  the  
      Church 

    
  Men’s Breakfast December 2,  

  at 8:00A.M.   Come out for a fun 
  time, breakfast, fellowship, and Bible 

study.   
 

For more details, contact  
Cliff Noe, noetinman@verizon.net  

Every Tuesday  

5:30 – 6:30P.M.  

 CPC Stephen  
 Ministers  
 
 
 

 

 . . . are members in our congrega 

 tion who listen, care, encourage, and 

 provide emotional and spiritual  

 support to our CPC Family who may 

 be going through a crisis or difficult 

 time.  If you would like to request a  

 Stephen Minister, please contact  

 Gordon Mapes (804-748-4636) or 

 Marnie Brown (804-530-3580). 
 

 

Your request will remain  
confidential. 
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Staff Contact Information 

804-748-4636 
 

Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor  

gmapes@chesterpres.org 
 

Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator  

lcoghill@chesterpres.org 
 

James Dorn 

Director of Music  

jdorn@chesterpres.org 
 

Jessie Partridge Cooke 

CE Intern 

Christian.ed@chesterpres.org 
 

Jacqueline Poliquin 

Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 

Preschool Director 

748-9465 

preschool@chesterpres.org 
 

Sandra Walker 

Financial Secretary 

financial.sec@chesterpres.org 

 

Hanging of  the Greens:  Sunday, December 3, following 11:00AM 

worship.  Help decorate the church, inside and out, for Advent and Christmas! 

The Chrismon tree will be decorated, candles will be placed in windows, wreaths 

displayed, nativity scenes set out and more. If you are available to help, please 

join the Strengthening and Fellowship Committee on December 3. 

We’ll start with our First Sunday Fellowship lunch – this month it will be piz-

za, chips and cookies in the fellowship hall and then start decorating. All are wel-

come!  Donations to cover lunch are appreciated.   

 " Property on this Corner" 
 

The Property committee has been working diligently to repair items damaged from the summer hailstorm. We 
have just received the insurance settlement, which allowed the globes for the parking lot lights to be replaced, and 
several HVAC units will be repaired in the coming weeks.  The bathrooms have been 
painted, new floors installed and some decorations have been added. New posts have 
been installed on our front stoop and the chapel doors have been refinished!  A big 
thank you goes to Dorinda Davidson, Jude Osborne, Tori Osborne, Sharon Entwistle, 
Mark Entwistle, Frank Hartsoe, Nancy Hartsoe, Don Geisler, Barbara Geisler,  
Ann Kalemjian, Jerry Wohnig, Jim Eaton, Roger Clifton, and Todd Woerner for the  
maintenance of our church and grounds. 

Decorate Our Mitten Tree!   
Please help by donating new mittens, gloves, scarves and/or hats for local needy children and 
adults.  Place donations directly on the Mitten Tree located in the Fellowship Hall beginning  
after the Hanging of the Greens on December 3 and continuing through December 
24.  Your donations will be distributed to the needy by the Chesterfield County Christmas  
Mother.  Questions, call Anne Kalemjian at 768-8818.  Thanks so much for your help with this 
and your support of our local Christmas Mother  program.  

Have you included CPC  
in your will and estate planning?  

 

 

 

Including the church is effective stewardship for  
future generations on this corner. 

 
 

For more information, please contact Treasurer, Don Davidson, or Pastor, Gordon Mapes. 


