
  

 

Newsletter of  Chester Presbyterian Church                                                August 2017 
 

No Longer Strangers… 
 
It seems August is the month for “orientation.”  First 
year college students head to campus, while pre-school 
parents gather to meet teachers and see classrooms.  At 
the end of the month teachers head to school to orient 
the room for a successful year.  Church committees and 
teachers are preparing for an exciting new Rally Day 
tradition, a BBQ, when they’ll orient us to the diverse 
classes and volunteer opportunities at CPC.  Perhaps, to 
parents’ great hope, recent graduates are participating in 
job orientation!  
 
The word also puts us in mind of what “disorients,” or 
distracts our lives.  We have a few bird watchers in the 
congregation.  I wonder if you have ever come upon a 
cowbird.  The cowbird is unique in North America. 
While other birds occasionally lay their eggs in other 
birds’ nests, the cowbird does so exclusively.  In Illinois, 
for example, the brown cowbird with a mink-colored 
head is a common sight, yet experts note that one will 
not find one cowbird nest in the whole state.  And that is 
a problem.  
 
The experts explain that the cowbirds are prodigious egg
-layers. Each female commonly deposits 20-30 eggs in 
dozens of other nests each spring. Cowbird eggs usually 
hatch more quickly than the other bird’s eggs, and the 
chicks grow more quickly. Because birds tend to feed 
the largest and loudest of their young first – because 
they usually would be the healthiest and have the best 
chance of survival – the host bird spends inordinate time 
and energy tending to the cowbird.  
As a result the cowbird is pushing some other songbirds 
toward extinction.  
 
Like the cowbird, distractions in our lives disorient us 
and have a way of intruding themselves and taking over. 
They can cause the extinction of godly behavior in each 
of us. As August progresses toward Fall, I invite you to 
consider where your life may need re-orienting to a 
more closer path in following Jesus. 
 
               Shalom, 
 

We are the People on this Corner 
  
But who are we?  The church on this corner is  
enthusiastically engaged with community outreach, 
mission, and opportunities for spiritual growth and 
fellowship. These things are not possible without the 
people who faithfully serve our congregation as ushers 
and greeters, singers in the choir,  
teachers in our classrooms, cooks for our Grace Café, 
members on our committees. The time, talent, and 
muscles that keep our facilities a welcoming place 
takes many hands and hearts. 
  

Perhaps it has been a while since you were actively one 
of the people on this corner, or maybe you’re looking 
for a new way to serve.  After church on September 10 
from 11:15 to 1:00, plan on coming to help us cele-
brate at a church-wide Rally Sunday Happening that 
highlights who the people on this corner are.  You can 
learn about all of the things we do on this corner and 
find out how you can be a part of it.  Invite your 
friends and neighbors to this community wide event 
complete with  
informational tables, fun, games, and food, and find 
out just who the people on this corner are! 
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Let us hear about your  
special recognition in the  

community – we would love to 
share your contributions with 

the CPC family! 

Home Communion 
is available  

to sick or housebound 
members.  

 

Please contact Nancy Gefvert,  
804-768-7627 or  

nancy.gefvert@gmail.com. 

Learning and Traveling Together 
  
What are your summer travel plans?  Hopefully, they include traveling with 
your church family in our intergenerational Sunday School experience as 
we journey with Abraham and Sarah, take a stand with David, and explore 
many other Bible stories. This summer, the Christian Education committee 
would like to bring different generational perspectives together for an in-
tergenerational Sunday School experience. Learning God’s Stories Togeth-
er is a curriculum that reads a different Bible story each week and offers 
discussion and further exploration of the 
story with various engaging activities. It will 
provide opportunities for all generations to 
learn from each other. 
 
 Please join us at 9:00 in the  
fellowship hall.  We will be meeting 
through Sunday, August 27 

Musical Notes from Jim Dorn 
 
.Looking back to July, I wish to extend my gratitude to Mr. Warren Trevvett.  On Sunday July 16, during 
the 10:00A.M. service, he was acknowledged for his many years of faithful service to CPC in both the mu-
sic program, and in the field of technology.  A plaque, in his honor, will be mounted outside our second 
floor rehearsal room #213, now named The Warren Trevvett Music Room! 
 
Also on July 23, our Summer Choir debuted a new anthem by our own Sorena Campbell, entitled Blessed 
are They.  We thank Sorena for sharing her musical talents with our community. 
 
I begin the month of August with travels home to “Minnesnowta“ to visit family and friends.  In my ab-
sence, on Sunday, August 6,  Mr. Larry Heath, who has recently retired from River Road Presbyterian, will 
be our guest musician. 
 
I thank all the members of our Summer Choir for their dedication and faithfulness; new members are al-
ways welcome – we rehearse only on Sunday morning, with hospitality at 9:00am; 
rehearsal in the chancel at 9:15am; and the summer Sunday Service at 10:00am. 
 
Lastly, I look forward to Sunday, August 20, when our own Boy Soprano, Jayden 
Robbins, will sing another solo:  My Jesus Is My Lasting Joy by Dietrich Buxtehude, 
who was the teacher of Johann Sebastian Bach 

Grace Café 
welcomes you  

for dinner  
every Tuesday  
5:30 – 7:00P.M.  
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First Sunday Fellowship August 6:  
Hot Dogs and Melons!  

 

Stay after worship next Sunday for hot dogs on the grill, beans, chips 
and enjoy cold watermelon on the lawn.  Event will be held in the  
fellowship hall in case of  rain or if  the weather is too hot.  Donations 
accepted to cover costs. 

Lunch Bunch 
 
Lunch Bunch will gather at the Dockside Restaurant on  
Jordan Point Road in Hopewell on Aug 13 right after  
worship. Carpooling is available; let me know if you need  
a ride.    

Join us for one last summer fling! Please invite friends or 
newcomers, as we always love meeting new people! And 
please let us know if you will be joining us so I can give a  
reservation number to the restaurant. As always, look  
forward to seeing you!!            -Bob & Marnie 

 
 
 
 

Maker Fun Factory VBS a Huge Success! 
 
The week of July 17, crews of children explored  how they were cre-
ated by God and built for a purpose at our Maker Fun Factory.  The 
attendance each day was right under 100 children with 45- 50 volun-
teers on hand to help lead the learning and fun. Thank you to every-
one who helped us prepare, donated materials, or purchased supplies 
for us. The kids would not have been able to experience the wonder-
ful activities at the Sound Wave Sing and Play, Bible Discovery, Im-
agination Station, Snack Factory, KidVid Cinema, and Game Makers 
without all of the people who gave of their time to plan, prepare, and 
shepherd our crews around the Fun Factory. Thank you so much to 
all of the following people: 
 

Mary Alfred Abby Fesperman Catherine Hobbs Corri Miller-Hobbs 
Dylan Archer Autumn Fesperman Liz Johnson Nancy Muller 
Jaylean Cassada Bruce Fletcher Avery Lodge William Noe 
Gracie Cavey Liz Fletcher Cameron Lodge Kat Oros 
Karen Clifton Nancy Gefvert Gordon Mapes Jude Osborne 
Drew Coghill Don Geisler Susan Mapes Tori Osborne 
Harlie Daniels Wanda Gentry Laurie Martens Eliza Reed 
Jeni Daniels Kelcey Grant Marybeth Martens Jacquelline Poliquin 
Dorinda Davidson Marcia Hale Diana Martyn Jackie Rose 
Josalyn Dickson Susan Hastings Kate McGregor Mary Schiano 
Jim Dorn David Hendler Ethan Mick Brita Simmons 
Sharon Entwistle Susan Hendler CJ Milazzo Cecil Simmons 

Garrison Smith 
Sarah Smith 
Madison Swift 
Regina Swift 
Warren Trevvett 
Jane Ward 
Todd Woerner 
Jana Wood 
Ken Wood 
Kristina Wood 
Lucinda Wood 
Tori Wood 
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Our Food Pantry needs your help.   

On average our church  provides food for  3-5 families per week.   
Following are June’s “foods of the week.”  As always, $10 Kroger  
cards are needed and appreciated.  Thank you ! 

 

8/6 Rice 
8/13 Canned Beans (black,  
 baked, etc.) 
8/20  Toilet Paper / Paper Towels 
8/27  Ramen Noodles 

 

                    Men of  the Church 
 

         The August Men’s breakfast is Saturday, August 5 at 
 9:00A.M.   
          Please come out for a fun time, breakfast, fellowship, and  
 Bible study.   
 
 

           For more details, contact Cliff  Noe, noetinman@verizon.net  

Thank you! 
 
The mid-high youth would like to  
extend a huge thanks to CPC for  
supporting the 8 youth and 2 adults 
that attended the 2017 Massanetta 
Middle School Conference in  
Harrisonburg, VA.  This year's theme, 
All Together Now, focused on a  
passage from Galatians that  
emphasized that despite our  
differences, we are all equal and in a common relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  The days we spent at Massanetta were unforgettable and we look  
forward to experiencing the love of community there again next year!    

          

        Thank you all for your support! 
         Ryan Barlow, Will Burkey, Abby Fesperman, Chase Fesperman,  
         Avery Lodge, Cameron Lodge, Eliza Reed, Kristina Wood,  
         Autumn Fesperman, and Jana Wood 

White Board Grace! 
 
Look for “White Board Grace” located in the 
narthex. The idea is simple, each week staff will 
post a word or phrase on the 
board and everyone is invited to 
leave a comment on that week’s 
word. Together we will create a 
weekly devotional. So brush up 
your board writing skills! 

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN  
 

Lemonade and cookies are served on the lawn each  
Sunday following 10:00A.M. worship, 
except on First Sunday Fellowship days.   
 

Church members will host.  Take this opportunity for 
fellowship with your CPC friends. 
 

In case of rain, lemonade and cookies will be served in 
the narthex. 

Dear CPC Family, 
 

Thank you all for funding our trip 
to Massanetta.  You made a great 
experience possible for 4 girls and 
3 boys.  You should all be proud. 

Thanks, 
Ryan Barlow 

Dear Chester Presbyterian: 
 

Thank you for your generous  
support for our 
Food on the 
Move Program 
and Hot Meals 
Program.  We 
could not feed 
the families in 
Chesterfield who 
need a hand up without donors 
like you.  It is so good to have 
people of faith taking action to 
help others.  So glad to call you 
Partner!   We appreciate partners 
like you. 

Thank you most sincerely, 
Your Friends at the  
Chesterfield Food Bank 
Diane Merryman 
Board of Directors 
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CHESTER  
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
3424 W Hundred Rd 
Chester, VA  23831 

God’s call to Chester Presbyterian 
Church is to: 

Deliver God’s Word.  Grow in 
Faith.  Serve All People. 

 

Quilt Raffle coming on 
Rally Sunday! 

 

"Daisy, Daisy, give me your  
answer do"  

 

Look at the beautiful quilt to 
cheer any room!  Happy Quilters 
has again donated a quilt to  
Chester Presbyterian.  Look for 
the quilt in the CPC Office to 
buy a ticket or two.  Proceeds 
will support Mission committee 
projects.  Tickets are available for 
$10 each.   The drawing will be 
held in September on Rally  
Sunday.   For 
additional  
information, 
please contact 
Pam Danford 
or Kathy  
Peebles.  

Created.  Called.  Complete. 
Psalm 139 

 

2017 POJ Women’s Retreat 
 

September 15-16, 2017 at Camp Hanover. 
 

Our time together will begin with dinner at 
6pm Friday and end at 5pm Saturday. 

 
Retreat Leaders: Leigh Anne Ring 

(DCE at River Road)  
 

and Allison Unroe  
(Pastor at Fairlawn in Roanoke) 

 
Cost of  $55 includes three meals, 

lodging and program. 
 

Register online at 
www.presbyteryofthejames.com or call the 

POJ office, 262-2074. 
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Staff Contact Information 
804-748-4636 

 
Gordon B. Mapes, III 

Pastor  
gmapes@chesterpres.org 

 
Linn Coghill 

Membership Coordinator  
lcoghill@chesterpres.org 

 
James Dorn 

Director of Music  
jdorn@chesterpres.org 

 
Jacqueline Poliquin 
Church Administrator 

office@chesterpres.org 
 

Kim Hopkins 
Preschool Director 

748-9465 
preschool@chesterpres.org 

 
Sandra Walker 

Financial Secretary 
financial.sec@chesterpres.org 

 

www.chesterpres.org 
Office Hours:   9:00A.M. - 4:30P.M. 

Administration 
 

Your administrator has been thinking about the richness of the volunteer experience 
here.  Last week’s Vacation Bible School is the perfect example.  Everyone from CE 
Chair to staff to adult, teen and preteen volunteers had jobs to do each day.  We hosted 
just under 100 children each day, and after the first 2 days, there were no more tears; 
only smiles!   
 

The artistic and craft talents of Autumn and Cecil knocked my socks off!  Don and  
Warren were on their toes making sure all the infrastructure was in place and operating 
properly.  The time and talents of the entire church family went into painting and erect-
ing sets and providing all the equipment and supplies needed for our 5 days of fun and 
learning how God made us for a purpose.  From registration to teaching to conducting 
games to singing and snacks, the days were organized down to the minute.   
 

It was great fun to see Lucinda and Gordon hamming it up while the children hollered, 
“Wow, God!”  Children sang catchy tunes led by Kat and Jim.  I was charmed by the 
beanty of David explaining how the tortilla wrapped around the cheese was like the 
arms of God holding us close.  Each day, Mary et al made sure we had the appropriate 
nametags with correct spelling for the names of all children and volunteers . . . a moving 
target!  Sharon in her lab coat conducting experiments; Dorinda running the KidVid 
station; Jude leading Bible discovery; Jana and the gang keeping all the preschoolers oc-
cupied and happy, Stuart and Drew helping the children play at interesting games.  VBS 
just got better and better every day.  I could go on but I’m out of space.  Reliable volun-
teers, beautiful children, dramatized Bible and music, exciting games, science at work, 
and food!  What could be better? 


